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Course description: 

Boy, if there was ever a tag line that described me, this is it. Website creating is as far out 

of my realm of understanding as rocket science. I have total admiration for anyone who 

can do this and especially those who can do it as well as our guest this week, Stacey 

King, who was recently awarded the Preditors & Editors' Artist's Site of Excellence. 

While I only know Stacey cyberly speaking, I have seen examples of her work both at her 

site and on the covers of books by Echelon Press, which in the opinion of this consumer, 

are some of the best out there by a small press. I expect to see a cover art award soon 

added to Ms. King's list of accomplishments. 

 

Please join me in giving a warm welcome to this week's guest, Stacey King. I just know 

she'll be able to take me from being website creation challenged to being, if not savvy, 

then at least armed with enough knowledge to be dangerous. 

About the Instructor: 

I am a cover artist, web designer, author and mom. I write under the pseudonym Dana 

Elian, and my first book is due out November 1st from Echelon Press. I have designed 20 

covers for Domhan Books and Echelon Press (including my own), with a several more 

deadlines looming before the summer is out. I have also designed websites for half a 

dozen authors, a publishing company, a cover model, and more. On top of this I'm a stay-

at-home mom. Before I started playing around with Web design, I was an interior 

decorator with a heavy college background in graphic design. I worked for a local 

homebuilder decorating model homes. When my son was born, I decided to cut way back 

on my hours, and got hooked up to the Internet at about the same time. Weeellll, in those 

hours that my son was napping, I set up a web page on Geocities and taught myself 

HTML from scratch, finding sites I liked and studying the source code for them. Then I 

bought a graphics program (a VERY early version of Paint Shop Pro), and discovered 

how much fun it was to totally design a site, from the HTML to the graphics. And the rest 

is history. My son is now six, we've added a daughter, who is almost four, and I own a 

moderately successful graphic and web design company called Crystal Moon Design. 

(http://www.crystalmoondesign.com) But I must confess that even now, though I no 

longer work as an interior decorator, I approach the design of a web site the same way I 

approach the design of a room. If you ever watch Christopher Lowell or Lynette 

Jennings, or any of those other home decorating shows, most of those same principles can 

be applied to web design. So, grab a cup of your favorite brew (coffee, tea, beer, 

whatever), make sure you grab a comfy pillow or two, and we'll get started...  

http://www.crystalmoondesign.com/
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Stacey L. King Cover Artist & Web Designer  

http://www.crystalmoondesign.com  

designdiva@crystalmoondesign.com. 

 

GLOSSARY  

Please read over this now, and save it to refer back to. 

 

Browser -- the program you and others use to view HTML pages. Internet Explorer and 

Netscape Navigator are the two most common. 

 

Domain Name -- a personalized URL, such as yourname.com or myname.net 

FTP -- File Transfer Protocol, the process of transferring HTML and other files between 

computers, such as your computer and the server and vice versa. 

GIF file -- graphic format used by web pages, particularly useful for transparent images 

and two- or three-color images. 

Graphics Editor, or Image Editor -- software that allows you to create and/or edit 

graphics. Especially helpful for adding text to buttons, resizing images, and making your 

own web images. 

Host, or Web Host -- a company that sells server space to individuals for the purpose of 

placing a web page on the Internet. 

HTML -- HyperText Markup Language, the basic 'programming' language of web pages.  

HTML Editor, or Text Editor -- software that helps you build pages using HTML. 

Usually requires at least a smidgen of HTML knowledge. 

Hyperlink, or Link -- an image or bit of text that links to another page or graphic with 

the click of a mouse button. 

 

Image Editor -- see Graphics Editor. 

http://www.crystalmoondesign.com/
http://www.crystalmoondesign.com/
mailto:designdiva@crystalmoondesign.com
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Java -- language used to write programs for the Internet.  

 

JPG file -- graphic format used by web pages, high color quality, low file size. 

 

Link -- see Hyperlink. 

 

Server -- the computer on which the files of a Web page are physically located. 

 

Sherpa -- a member of a Tibetan people living on the high southern slopes of the 

Himalayas in eastern Nepal who provide support for foreign trekkers and mountain 

climbers. (Just wanted to see if you were paying attention yet! <wink>) 

 

Source, or source code -- the HTML or "bones" of a web page. You can view the source 

of just about any page in Explorer by clicking View/Source, or in Netscape by clicking 

on View/Page Source. 

 

Text Editor -- see HTML Editor. 

 

URL -- web address. 

 

Web Host -- see Host. 

 

WYSIWYG (pronounced 'wizzywig') Editor - What You See Is What You Get -- a web 

page building tool, or editor, that allows you to design your web page in the layout mode, 

instead of just HTML, or source mode. You can see, and change, the design elements and 

how they relate to each other, much as in a print shop type program 

Common Questions 

~Why do I need an author website?  
A website is a wonderful marketing tool that works 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 

worldwide. And if you do it yourself, it's amazingly inexpensive. Most web hosting 

accounts come with way more than enough space to provide plentiful information to your 

readers and potential readers. You can lure readers to your next book with tantalizing 

excerpts and glowing reviews, you can let readers know where you'll be signing next so 

they can be sure to stop by and buy your book, you can gather subscribers to your email 

newsletter, and you can allow readers to feel that they have made a somewhat personal 
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connection with you so they will keep coming back for more of your scintillating literary 

prowess! 

~How much is it going to cost me? 
That depends on several factors, such as your software, where you host your site, but if 

you already have some needed software (and chances are you do), or utilize the free 

resources and tools I show you, a domain name registered for two years, and hosting for 

one year, will cost you less than $150 total. And next year, you'll only have the hosting 

cost.  

~Should I pay for my web hosting, or should I use a free host like Tripod?  
This too depends on several factors. Does your prospective free host provide domain 

hosting? What rights to you surrender and what concessions will you have to make? Do 

you want your host to run banners on your site? What other goodies come with your 

hosting account? We'll talk more about this in a little bit. 

~Why do I need my own domain name? 
You don't, really, but I believe the benefits of having your own domain are well worth the 

$25 a year. Compare these two URLs: www.danaelian.com and 

www.geocities.com/GreatReads/SmallBudgets/1169/danaelian.html  

1. Which one would be easier to remember? Domain names are generally easier to 

remember than the long drawn out URLs of free hosting services like Geocities. 

Anyone who knows your name can find your website.  

2. Which one would you be more apt to visit? Domain names lend a measure of 

integrity.  

3. What if you need to change web host? If you ever need to move your site from 

web host to web host, your URL will remain the same. No need to change your 

business cards, address labels, etc. 

**Personal note**  

Since I already own and host several domains, it would have been very easy for me to 

host my author site, danaelain.com, as a sub-folder of any of my other domains, such as 

crystalmoondesign.com/danaelian/ That would have been fairly easy to remember--only 

two segments--but I really think that the separate, simple domain name will ultimately 

benefit me as an author. 
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~What if my name is already registered? 
All is not lost. Try adding an initial, or the word online. I strongly recommend that you 

stick with some version of your name, rather than a title of a book or name of a character.  

THINGS YOU'LL NEED 

DIY Web site creation essentials:  

 

- Domain Name (optional)  

- Web Host (A place to put your site)  

- Web Design Software (to create your site)  

- Graphics Software (optional)  

- FTP Software (to get your site from your computer to your web space) 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ Domain Name ~~~~~~~~~~~~  

As we mentioned before, this is not a requirement, rather a recommendation. You can 

register your domain, if you haven't already, for as little as $30 for two years. Beware, 

though, and READ the fine print wherever you register your domain. Make sure that your 

bargain is actually a bargain. Sometimes the cheapie registrars take your money, but 

claim ownership of the domain you register. You can find some links to domain registrars 

here: 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ Web Host ~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Particularly if you're looking for a paid web host, you'll do yourself a favor to shop 

around. Here again, READ the fine print when signing up with a web host, and ask 

questions. You can take a look at Crystal Moon Design's hosting package to use as a 

starting comparison when shopping for your web host. 

http://www.crystalmoondesign.com If you are going the free route, make sure your free 

host cannot not claim ownership of the graphics or content of your site. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ Web Design Software ~~~~~~~~~~~~  

If you have Windows 95 or higher, you already have a fairly decent WYSIWYG web 

design program called FrontPage Express(click on Start/Programs/Internet Explorer-

FPExpress should be in the Internet Explorer Folder). If it's not installed on your 

computer, it's on the Windows installation disk. Just click Start/Settings/Control 

Panel/Add-Remove Programs and select the Windows Setup tab. Highlight Internet Tools 

and click details. FrontPage Express should be in that list. Just check the box beside it 

and click okay. 

http://www.crystalmoondesign.com/
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You can also find inexpensive editors on the Internet or your local software store. If 

you're somewhat familiar with HTML, there are lots of freeware and online HTML 

editors. See this page of links: 

 

I personally use FrontPage 2000, but I have my eye on Dreamveaver.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~ Graphics Software ~~~~~~~~~~~~  

This one is optional and we'll talk more about this later, but if you already have a 

program that you can use for creating .jpg or .gif files, you're totally set to make a killer 

web site.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~ FTP Software ~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Once you've designed your site, you'll need a way to get it from your computer to your 

web space. That's when you'll need an FTP utility. There are several available for free on 

the Internet, the one I use is called LeechFTP (http://stud.fh-

heilbronn.de/~jdebis/leechftp/downloads.html)  

A word about 'free' web hosts 

I am a huge proponent of free stuff on the Internet. I love free tools, free graphics and 

free programs, but as an author, I've become very wary of free web hosts, and I wanted 

you to be aware of this.  

 

We all know that we very rarely ever get something for nothing, and this is especially 

true with free web hosts. Not only do you 'pay' with annoying banners, but you 

sometimes 'pay' with your rights. 

 

When you place your content on free servers, you basically grant them the right to use 

that content however they want while the content is on their servers. And in the case of 

authors, that sometimes conflicts with copyright laws. 

 

~~Please read ANY Terms of Service carefully before putting your hard work on any 

server.~~  

 

Believe it or not, even some paid hosts claim ownership of either--or both--your domain 

and/or your content. 

 

http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/FX010858021033.aspx
http://www.dreamweaver.com/
http://stud.fh-heilbronn.de/~jdebis/leechftp/downloads.html
http://stud.fh-heilbronn.de/~jdebis/leechftp/downloads.html


Website Creation for the                          Stacey King (aka Dana Ellian) 

Electronically Challenged                                               August 2001 

 

P a g e  | 7 

From the Heart Romance Writers is chapter #177 of the  

Romance Writers of America®. 

 

Copyright (c) 2001-2013, From the Heart Romance Writers. All rights reserved. 

Do not copy any images or text without permission. 

 

Here's an excerpt from the Terms of Service for both Angelfire and Tripod: "By 

submitting a web page to Tripod, Angelfire, or any other web page hosting service on the 

Lycos Network, you grant Lycos a royalty-free, nonexclusive, worldwide, unrestricted 

license to use, copy, transmit, publicly display, publicly perform, create compilations 

including, and distribute such web page, and any associated Content, for the limited 

purposes of publishing and promoting the user's web page in connection with the 

particular service with which the user has chosen to have the web page hosted and for 

publishing and promoting such web page elsewhere within the Lycos Network... With 

respect to any other Content posted by or in connection with the Products and Services, 

you grant Lycos a world-wide, royalty free, perpetual, license to use, copy, transmit, 

publicly display, publicly perform, create compilations including, create derivative works 

of, and distribute such Content to publish and promote such Content in connection with 

the particular Products and Services and to publish and promote such Content elsewhere 

within the Lycos Network. Such license shall apply with respect to any form, media, or 

technology now known or later developed." 

 

Yahoo Geocities is a bit less severe: "By submitting Content to Yahoo for inclusion on 

your Yahoo GeoCities Site, you grant Yahoo the world-wide, royalty-free, and non-

exclusive license to reproduce, modify, adapt and publish the Content solely for the 

purpose of displaying, distributing and promoting your Yahoo GeoCities Site on Yahoo's 

Internet properties." 

 

There may be some wonderful free hosts out there who do not have such a clause in their 

terms of service, and if you know of one, please share! :-) 

 

If your site will contain no copyrighted material, you'll be fine rights-wise with the above 

web hosts.  

Web Creation Tools 

Today we're going to talk about the basics of web page design. For this it is helpful to 

have a web design program, and I find that WYSIWYG Editors are usually much easier 

to use, especially so if you are unfamiliar with HTML. They are also a great teaching 

tool. You can put an element a certain way visually, then go into the HTML source to 

learn how that element looks in HTML. 

 

Earlier I posted instructions on how to install FrontPage Express if you have Windows 95 

or higher. If you'd like to try others, here's a great source: Dave Central 
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http://www.davecentral.com/htmlwys.html 

 

For Mac, here is a resource for web editors: Pure-Mac http://www.pure-

mac.com/webed.html Probably if it doesn't say WYSIWYG, it's not, but some look fairly 

easy to use, and it would never hurt to learn HTML :-) 

 

For all platforms, you can find web editors and a lot of other things to try at Tucows 

http://www.tucows.com/ 

 

And you don't have to choose just one program. Some programs do different things better 

than others. As I said yesterday, I started out using the Geocities editor, but when I 

decided to strike out on my own, leave Geocities for my ISP provided web space, I used a 

combination of FrontPage Express and NotePad (Windows' text editor) to get my pages 

to look the way I wanted them to look. Even now, I use FrontPage 2000 but still use the 

text editor to tweak where necessary, and I use Fireworks to splice and create the HTML 

code for rollover images. 

 

Tomorrow we'll talk more about web design elements such as tables and graphics, as well 

as sources for free graphics and page templates, and Thursday-Friday we'll talk about 

creating your own graphics.  

DESIGN TIPS FOR A PROFESSIONAL LOOKING WEB SITE, Part 1 

~Your persona in pixels~  
A web site's design generally reflects its subject. Since we're mainly talking about author 

sites, your web page design should reflect you, or your author persona, and what you 

write. If you write regency romance and are not a hippie, probably a 70's retro look for 

your website it not a good idea. If you write legal thrillers, probably a soft pink cashmere 

and pearls look for your website is not a good idea. Look around your house or your 

favorite place. How is it decorated? Take note of the colors, the objects, the art. Is it floral 

and feminine? Bold and elegant? Simple and austere? This will give you a good idea of 

where to start with your web site. 

~Pick ONE design and use it for the entire site~  
I know sometimes this is hard, especially if you're like me. I like so many different styles 

that it's hard to stick with one design. But think of your web site in terms of a physical 

space, and how visitors to your site interpret that space. If every 'room' has a completely 

different design, it might get a little confusing as to where they are, especially since there 

http://www.crystalmoondesign.com/
http://www.pure-mac.com/webed.html
http://www.pure-mac.com/webed.html
http://www.tucows.com/
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are no real physical walls to differentiate your site from the next one. Professional web 

designers use the continuity of the web design itself to define the boundaries of a site. If 

all your 'rooms' have the same general look and feel, your visitors will know exactly 

where they are. 

 

This also aids in loading speed of secondary pages. When you use the same elements on 

every page, they will have loaded in the first page view and will not need to load again, 

making all subsequent pages load faster. 

 

You can always redesign your site when you get bored with its look. :-) 

~Speed is the key~  
This may perhaps be the most important lesson. It doesn't matter how fantastic your 

design and graphics are, if your site takes more than 30 seconds to completely load into 

your visitor's browser, chances are good it won't be seen. We are all impatient on the 

Web, with so much information instantly at our fingertips, the merest click of a button, 

and we have no patience for slow-loading websites. SO, the guideline here is to keep 

each page of your site, including HTML file and all the graphics, to less than fifty 

kilobytes (50K). I personally use a "28 at 28" rule: No more than 28 seconds at 28.8 

connection speed. We'll talk more about this tomorrow.  

DESIGN TIPS FOR A PROFESSIONAL LOOKING WEB SITE, Part 2 

~Always specify a background color and link colors~  
I cannot tell you how many times I have come across supposedly professionally designed 

sites that had white graphics on a gray background. This is because the designer did not 

specify a white background, he just assumed that what was default on his machine was 

default on his visitors' machines. But unless visitors have manually changed their 

settings, the default background color of almost all browsers is gray. Even if you have a 

background image, specify a color so the visitor will see it, instead of default gray, until 

the background loads. It is also distressing to visit an otherwise impeccable site in which 

the links are the default bright blue and totally clash with the site's color scheme. Specify 

the three link colors (unvisited, visited and active) to coordinate with the colors used on 

your page.  

~You shouldn't need a Sherpa (!)~  
In other words, keep it simple and easily navigable. Make sure graphical buttons are 

clearly labeled and arranged in some sort of comprehensive manner so the visitor 
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immediately recognizes it as a navigation menu. Somewhere on the page (along the 

bottom is a popular option), have matching text links in case graphics are turned off. The 

visitor needs to know at a glance how to get where he wants to go, without having to hunt 

for a map or hire a guide. Web sites are not the place for treacherous terrain where 

visitors might get lost or fall into a huge crevasse. :-) 

~Keep distractions to a minimum~  
Most of us would go nuts with a blinking neon sign or a continuously scrolling marquee 

on our living room wall, or elevator music playing in repeating loops over the stereo. 

Visitors to your site have similar tolerance levels. 1. No continuously blinking or 

scrolling text. If you really want to utilize this, limit it to ONE important item, such as a 

release date. 2. Keep animated graphics to a minimum, and if possible, have animations 

stop after one loop. 3. PLEASE have an off button for any embedded music.  

DESIGN TIPS FOR A PROFESSIONAL LOOKING WEB SITE, Part 3 

~Remember the little guys~  
By little guys, I'm referring to the 640x480 and 800x600 screen resolutions. It is very 

frustrating to have to scroll sideways to view the main interest of a site. So try to keep the 

main area of your site in the first 600 pixels across. If that's not possible, and sometimes 

it isn't, depending on your design, do keep it to the first 760 pixels. 

~Some notes on text~  
With an author site in particular, the text is really the meat of the site. But if you're not 

careful, the text can also be the bane of the site. Here are some guidelines on how to 

manage it. 1. Keep text on your main pages concise and to the point. Long excerpts or 

philosophical dissertations should have their own pages, clearly titled as such. 2. Confine 

chunks of text to a table or table cell no wider than 500 pixels. Even at lower resolutions, 

text sprawling across the screen from one side to the other is annoying, and even more so 

at higher resolutions. 3. NEVER underline something that is not a hyperlink. Italicize 

titles of books, put titles of short stories and articles in quotation marks. 4. For the most 

part, try to keep your text size at 'normal' without big sections of text in bold, or italics, or 

ALL CAPS. If a visitor needs large print, he very likely already has his browser text size 

set to 'large.' 

~Some notes on graphics~  

 1. Use alt tags on all your images.  
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 2. Avoid the border around images that are hyperlinks.  

 3. For speedy load-time, keep all but one or two of your images to less than five 

or six kilobytes (5-6K). The one or two larger files should be no larger than 16K. 

~If possible, test your web page in a variety of browsers, in a variety or screen 

resolutions~  

Tables 

Today we're going to tackle the elements of web page design, how to use them, and how 

to use them efficiently. 

 

First, I'd like everyone to visit Liz's site http://www.elizabethdelisi.com or 

http://elizabethdelisi.tripod.com Her site contains every element that we will be talking 

about today...  

 

Let's start with tables, because the tables on her site are the basis of its design, and very 

well done. What you see on Liz's site are 'nested' tables, or one table inside another. 

That's how the layered look is achieved. FrontPage Express and most WYSIWYG editors 

make coding tables a breeze, so I won't spend time on the HTML tags necessary, but if 

you have a question about that, I will gladly answer. 

 

Just about every site will use tables in one form or another, most in a utilitarian manner if 

not as a visual element. They are handy for confining text so that it doesn't sprawl across 

the screen and for keeping the main part of the site off of a side-bar background, among 

other things. Here is an example of utilitarian use of tables: 

http://www.leslieburbank.com You probably don't see the use of the table, but this is in 

fact a four-celled table. The top left cell contains the casle topper, the top right cell 

contains Leslie's picture and name. The lower left cell contains the menu, and the lower 

right contains the body of the text.  

 

Here are some guidelines for using tables:  

1. Don't nest them more than two deep, certainly no more than three (Liz's are only two 

deep). This is because a browser waits for the entire contents of a table to load before it 

displays the table, making the site appear to load more slowly.  

http://www.elizabethdelisi.com/
http://elizabethdelisi.tripod.com/
http://www.leslieburbank.com/
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2. Instead of confining your entire page to one table, or one nested table, consider 

stacking tables on top of each other vertically (not one inside the other) down the page, so 

your content is displayed a bit at a time, with the top content loading first and fast, 

instead of displaying all at once when everything has loaded. (The portfolio page of my 

CMD site is an example of this. Each row of three covers is in its own table, so that they 

display in succession.) 

In Liz's case, I would leave the tables just as they are. They are only two deep and work 

VERY well.  

FRAMES 

On Liz's site, you'll note the very bottom menu, which is always in view no matter how 

you scroll the page. This is accomplished using FRAMES, and again, this is done very 

well. 

 

Frames are very useful for this application--keeping the menu in view. Elaine's site also 

uses frames for this purpose. 

 

However, frames can actually be a hindrance to navigation.  

~Always put matching links in the main portion of the site.~  
If a person gets to your page some way besides via your frameset page, they have no way 

to navigate. The way to remedy that is to put links--text links are fine--somewhere on 

every page of your site. On longer pages it's a good idea to put them in more than one 

place so that they are easier to find. It's also a good idea to put a prominent link to the 

frameset page for those with frames-capable browsers who wish to get the full 

experience. 

~Have an alternative for non-frames capable browsers.~  
The frameset page (the index page that is coded to call up the other two pages and put 

them in the right places in the right proportions) should give an alternative for browsers 

that do not accept frames, such as WebTV. They cannot view the site. To remedy this, 

you can put a link in your frameset page to the main page of your site, and visitors can 

use the text links that you added to remedy problem number one to navigate your site. 

Other possible problems you might have: 
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--Frames make a page load more slowly. Where a non-frames page only has to load one 

page, a frames page has to load three or more pages. However, if all of those pages are 

trim and as small as possible in terms of file size, frames can be used effectively without 

sacrificing much speed. 

--Frames can annoy visitors if links are not coded correctly. Have you ever been to a page 

that uses frames, clicked a link to leave the site, only to have the new site load within the 

other site's frames? It happens to me several times a week, and it is very annoying. To 

remedy this, make sure all your outside links specify a whole page (target=_top) or new 

window (target=_blank). 

A lesson I've learned the hard way: No one notices if you do it right. But BOYYY...if you 

do it wrong--man, does that tick people off! This is why most designers these days are 

not using frames. They are cumbersome to design, and tricky to get right. 

 

But, when done right, they can make that cool always-visible menu at the bottom, or side, 

or wherever, of the page!  

Graphics 

In most cases, when a page is loading slowly, it's the graphical elements that are 

weighing it down. 

 

As I posted yesterday, it's a good rule to keep all but one or two of your images to less 

than five or six kilobytes (5-6K). The one or two larger files should be no larger than 

16K. Remember that to maintain speedy download times, your entire page should weigh 

no more than about 50K, including the HTML and all the graphics (for all the frames 

pages, too), particularaly for your main page. If your page has 70K in graphics alone, it's 

already overweight. 

 

Let's look again at Liz's site: http://www.elizabethdelisi.com She mentioned that it still 

loaded too slowly, even after the redesign. While the tables and frames might slow her 

load time a smidge, it's the graphics on this page that really slow it down. The graphics 

alone are just under 90 kilobytes, making her total page weight, including all three pages 

and all the graphics 114 Kilobytes (sorry Liz!). 

 

But wait! Should she ditch all her graphics? NO! But there are a few things she (and you) 

can do to keep graphics from taking over. I'll post those in a separate email. 

http://www.elizabethdelisi.com/
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Skinny graphics. If only shaving off pounds were as easy as shaving off kilobytes! :-) 

Here are some tips for skinny graphics: 

Always size your graphics to the dimensions you need before placing them on your page. 

Don't use your HTML to size a graphic. For instance, the cover images on Liz's page are 

actually a bit larger than what is shown, but the designer has used the HTML to size them 

both down to the same size. This has also been done with the Lucifer cover and Eppie 

logo. Which means the file sizes (the kilobytes) remain the same, even though the 

dimensions have been superficially trimmed. Does that make sense? I've never tried to 

explain this before... :-) Using a graphics program to size the images would trim possibly 

10K off the total page size. 

 

Another option is what a lot of designers use, myself included: thumbnails. I make two 

graphics of my cover images, one 100x150 pixels, and one larger. It's the thumbnail that I 

put on the page itself, and then make it a link to the larger image, which I sometimes 

incorporate into another page, as on the Portfolio page of my CMD site. That way I have 

the cover image, but it only consumes 3 or 4 kilobytes, rather than 15 or 16. If a person 

wants to see a larger image, they have only to click on the cover. This technique is 

especially helpful when you have more than one cover image. For Liz's site, if she were 

to use thumbnails, she could trim almost 30K. 

 

Know when to use GIFs and JPGs. Liz's graphics are okay in this area! Gifs, which limit 

a graphic to 256 colors, are best for smaller, low-color images, or images that you need to 

be transparent (where you want the background to show through). Jpgs are best for 

photos and other hi-color graphics. Using gifs for photos, and jpgs for low color images 

results in lower image quality and higher image sizes. 

 

Optimize your graphics -- compress them to a smaller file size while maintaining the 

image quality. Here is a handy online tool for optimizing your graphics. 

http://www.spinwave.com/crunchers.html I recommend doing this for all of your images. 

 

Animated gifs take up a lot more space than similar non-animated images. This is 

something to keep in mind, particularaly if you have more than one animated gif on your 

site. 

HTML Resources 

http://www.spinwave.com/crunchers.html
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Great all-around resources http://bignosebird.com/ , http://webdesign.about.com/ 

 

HTML Tutorial -- includes tag info for tables and frames 

http://werbach.com/barebones/barebone.html  

 

Browser compatibility chart 

http://hotwired.lycos.com/webmonkey/reference/browser_chart/ 

 

Handy tools http://www.jimtools.com  

Info for the Somewhat Graphically Inclined (more free resources at the bottom) 

Let's say you have a bit of an artsy streak you've recently discovered, but you don't have a 

good graphics program and Microsoft Paint just doesn't do the job.  

 

~A totally free paint program from Serif to let you make .jpg files (among other formats), 

or you can pay ONE DOLLAR and get it enabled to make .gif and .tiff files too! Is that a 

deal or what? It does all the stuff mentioned for the online utility and MORE! I paid my 

buck and was extremely surprised by the power of this program--it's very much like Paint 

Shop Pro and Photoshop, and will even make animations! 

http://www.serif.com/photoplus5/  

 

Note--This company also has other useful and inexpensive tools, like a powerful web 

design program for less than $30. 

 

Not sure about JPG and GIF files? Visit the page below for great information: 

http://graphicdesign.about.com/msubmenu23.htm 

Here are some resources for free web graphics and site templates: 

TONS of free graphis from 530+ sites--click on the gray Tour graphic on the right! 

http://www.graphicsring.com 

 

More free site templates:  

http://www.freelayouts.com 

http://www.freesitetemplates.com/  

http://www.4templates.com/  

http://www.spinwave.com/crunchers.html
http://webdesign.about.com/
http://werbach.com/barebones/barebone.html
http://hotwired.lycos.com/webmonkey/reference/browser_chart/
http://www.jimtools.com/
http://www.serif.com/photoplus5/
http://graphicdesign.about.com/msubmenu23.htm
http://www.graphicsring.com/
http://www.freelayouts.com/
http://www.freelayouts.com/
http://www.freesitetemplates.com/
http://www.freesitetemplates.com/
http://www.4templates.com/
http://www.4templates.com/
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Graphics for the Graphically Savvy 

So you think you might want to take a stab at web graphic design? These are my favorite 

tools for creating web graphics, some are free or inexpensive, most are not.  

 

Paint Shop Pro 7 from Jasc is my graphics program of choice. I have Photoshop 5 also, 

but I think Paint Shop Pro is much more user friendly--and it's a lot cheaper. It comes 

bundled with Animation Shop, which is for making animated gifs, like banners and 

buttons, slide shows, etc. http://www.jasc.com $99 download/$109 boxed. Free 30-day 

trial. 

Plugins for PSP/Photoshop: 

SuperBladePro from Flaming Pear. If you only buy one plug-in, this should be it. Makes 

a limitless array of 'touchable' textures. http://www.flamingpear.com . $30 

download/boxed. Free 14 or 30-day trial. Lots of other great plugins (some FREE) at this 

site, too. 

 

Kai's Power Tools  

 

Eye Candy from Alien Skin http://www.eyecandy.com/ $169 download/boxed 

Other cool tools: 

20/20--another graphics editor FREE 

http://yippee.i4free.co.nz/html/win/graphics/title9182.htm 

 

sTile Creates seamless tiles for use as web page backgrounds. FREE 

http://www.harmware.net/stile.htm  

 

Aros Fractals-- makes psychedellic fractal images FREE http://www.arosmagic.com 

 

Graphics Tips 

Just a few tips for web graphic creation, and we're done for the day! 

 

Tip 1 ~ If you're still unsure of GIF vs. JPG, save your image as BOTH a jpg and gif, 

http://www.jasc.com/
http://www.flamingpear.com/
http://www.corel.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=Corel3/Products/Display&pfid=1047024307431&pid=1047022702225&trkid=kptgoogle&trkid=15999203
http://www.alienskin.com/
http://yippee.i4free.co.nz/html/win/graphics/title9182.htm
http://www.harmware.net/stile.htm
http://www.arosmagic.com/
http://www.arosmagic.com/
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then compare the file size and quality. Use the one that has the best quality for the lowest 

file size. 

 

Tip 2 ~ Remember that when you design a graphic on a higher resolution monitor, those 

same graphics that are only one inch across on your screen can be twice as big on a lower 

resolution monitor. 

 

Tip 3 ~ All computer monitors display 72 dpi (dots--or pixles--per inch), so jpg and gif 

files will only save at 72 dpi, which is fine for the web, but not very high quality for print. 

If you're creating graphics for print, such as an iron-on transfer of your book cover, a 

higher resolution is recommended, 200dpi or better for the best print quality, and NOT 

saved as a gif or jpg file. 

 

Tip 4 ~ Don't be afraid to emulate others' graphic styles. Don't COPY, but emulation is a 

great way to learn what works and what doesn't.  

A few more resources 

Here's a wonderful site that I forgot to share with you! I used this site a LOT when I first 

started getting good at web design, and it has tripled in size since then. How-tos for just 

about anything you want to do. http://www.HTMLGoodies.com Click on The Master List 

in the lower left menu to see the whole shebang. 

 

Also, I was browsing the Serif site (maker of the free/$1 graphics program I shared 

yesterday), and found that they also have a free version of their WYSIWYG web page 

builder. http://www.serif.com/webplus1/index.asp 

 

Note: I just put this site back up this morning so it still has a few kinks in it from moving 

it around.  

PROMOTING YOUR WEBSITE 

When you've got your site up and working, ready for the world, you'll want to let people 

know! Here are some ways to promote your site, which in turn promotes you: 

 

~Submit your site to search engines ~Create a banner for your site (see below) and join a 

link exchange program or two ~Put your URL in your email signature, in the bio of your 

book, on your business cards, on your return address labels... ~If you already have 

http://www.htmlgoodies.com/
http://www.serif.com/webplus1/index.asp
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business cards made, print labels from your own computer and stick one on the back of 

each, and on the bio page of your book at book signings. ~Send a press release 

announcing your new site 

 

Even if you're graphically challenged, you can grab a free banner blank from one of these 

sites and use one of the graphics programs or online graphics utilities to add your own 

text. Another idea--grab more than one and make an animated banner. 

 

http://www.stuff.uk.com/index.shtml -THOUSANDS  

 

http://www.tjo1.demon.co.uk/banners/ 

 

http://www.maxpages.com/zenithsource/banner_blanks (they're under a bunch of ads, so 

scroll down. Click NEXT to see six more pages)  

 

http://www.crazyeddy.com/fbb/ 

 

The most common size banner for link exchanges is 468x60 pixels, but some require 

400x40. You can find lots of other sites by doing a search for "banner blanks" or find a 

great list and lots of other stuff at http://www.webmasterclinic.com/  

 

http://www.stuff.uk.com/index.shtml
http://www.tjo1.demon.co.uk/banners/
http://www.maxpages.com/zenithsource/banner_blanks
http://www.crazyeddy.com/fbb/

