
Welcome to the Course 

 

I am very excited to be teaching this class. The content of this workshop grew out of my own 
personal search for an easy to use way to organize all the little details and information that I 
had collected in writing two Civil War historical romances and two romantic suspense series, a 
sci fi YA romance and a paranormal Regency. 

 In all of these I have tried different organizational methods trying to discover which one 
worked best for me. Hopefully, you will benefit from what I have learned.  

My goal is to help you find the tools and organizational methods that work best for whatever 
you are writing whether it is a series or a stand-alone. 

A brief bit about me. 

I have done a lot of different things in my life. I have a degree in art and taught art for many 
years, although I have also taught science, math, and most recently technology. 

I’ve done ethnographic research with Greek and Italian shepherds (I know where all that 
pecorino Romano cheese comes from!), run a commercial 400 head sheep farm and had a craft 
business marketing handwoven scarves and shawls across the country. I actually once sat at the 
top of the escalator in Bloomingdales, NYC, weaving at my loom. 

I have been writing forever. My first “book” was a how-to manual on loom construction written 
for VITA, a non-profit basic technology group, and distributed to Oxfam and other agencies.  

Since then I have gone on the write lots of books and articles. Most of my career I have written 
non-fiction. As a college professor, I have written two college textbooks and numerous 
academic articles. But in the last ten years, my focus has turned to fiction, which is a lot more 
fun to write.  

I have written flash fiction, short stories, and numerous novels – some published and some not. 
My most recent romantic suspense Book 3 in The Skin Quartet series, Within the Skin, releases 
on September 17th. I have my fingers crossed that my Civil War novel will be next. I am 
represented by the Corvisiero Agency. 

To start us off, I want to go over few things so we are all on the same page. 

1. PATIENCE IS A VIRTUE 



This is a new format for me, and I am sure for you too. Please be patient as we learn how to 
interact. I have taught online courses successfully for the last fifteen years using all kinds of 
programs. I am sure we will figure out this one, too. 

I will be posting a new lesson every Monday and Thursday in September. I will try to be as 
consistent as possible, but life happens. I live in a very rural area – sheep farm, remember? Our 
electric and/or internet goes off at the oddest times. 

2. USE OF MATERIALS 

All class materials are copyrighted (to me or the originating agency as appropriate) and are for 

student use only. These online classes are often a main source of income for the chapters 

sponsoring them so please be considerate and use these materials for your personal use only.  

3. HOMEWORK 

This class is interactive, and each lesson is followed by a short homework assignment. These 

assignments are designed to guide you in creating your own Story Bible so that at the end of 

the course your personal Story Bible will be ready to go.  

I strongly suggest you do all the assignments and post them by the next class. In my experience 

of teaching online courses for over a decade and taking over a hundred online courses myself, 

doing the assignments and discussing them with others greatly aids in understanding and 

remembering what you learn.  

4. CONTACTING ME 

I will be checking the class regularly and answering questions and responding to your 

homework daily during the course. 

However, if you want to follow or friend me now or in the future, I don’t mind answering 

questions on the content of this course after the course has ended.  

If you want to learn more about me, I blog at http://zarawestsuspense.com and at 

https://civilwarvoice.org and https://womenwordswisdom.org You can also find me on Twitter 

@zarawestauthor and on Facebook as Zara West Suspense. 

If at any time you want to ask me something privately, you can email me at 

mailto:zarawestbooks@gmail.com 
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