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FTHRW Online Workshop – February 2001 

From Hairy Legs to Fairies: Identifying Your Writing and Your Niche 

by Holly Jacobs Fuhrmann© 

So many new writers have no idea what it is they're writing. Is it a single title or category 

book? Do they write comedy, suspense, or paranormal romance? Are they comfortable 

writing sensual stories, or does writing a sweet romance appeal to them more? 

Established authors might take understanding their own writing style for granted, but 

new authors frequently concentrate with such single-mindedness on the story, that they 

haven't given any thought on how to identify what they're writing. They don't know what 

different romance publishers are looking for. A sexually explicit story would never sell to 

Silhouette Romance. Conversely, a sweet, light romance wouldn't do well at Harlequin 

Blaze. This workshop will address not only what different publishers and individual lines 

within that house are looking for, but also help the participants identify what it is they 

write, and what publishers they might want to target. 

In this workshop participants will practice boiling their writing style down to one 

sentence. They will also practice condensing a particular story down to a 

sentence/paragraph. They will discuss where potential markets for that type of writing, 

that type of story, lie. The workshop will have an open forum that will encourage 

participants to interact with the speaker and with each other as they try to dissect and 

identify what it is they do. 

Hi! I'm Holly Jacobs Fuhrmann and I'd like to welcome you all to this discussion about 

identifying your writing and finding your niche. 

I write as Holly Jacobs for Harlequin Duets and for Silhouette Romance, and I write as 

Holly Fuhrmann for Kensington Precious Gems and for ImaJinn Books. I can't quite 

claim to be an award winning author (yet <g>), but Mad About Max was nominated for 

both a RIO Dorothy Parker Award and for HeartRate Review's Venus Award. 

Let's start with why I chose this particular topic for discussion. I've talked to a lot of 

people who, when asked what they write, can't give a clear, concise answer. This can lead 

to a lot of panic when heading to a conference to make a pitch to an editor, or even when 

simply writing a cover letter. That's the first question we'll be asking...WHAT DO YOU 
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WRITE? and more specifically we'll ask...WHAT IS YOUR WIP (work in progress) 

ABOUT? So even if you're working on a number of different manuscripts or proposals, 

pick one out and focus on that for the purposes of this talk.  

A second offshoot question we'll try to explore is...WHERE SHOULD I SUBMIT? Now, 

I don't want you to think that I in anyway am leading this discussion because I'm an 

expert. NOT! I have favorite lines I read regularly, but there are many lines/publishers 

that I've barely begun to really read. No, an expert I'm not. But I hope that my position 

here is more one of leading discussions rather than actively taking on the role of expert 

and trying to "teach" you all.  

So here we go. WHAT DO YOU WRITE? 

I'll start. I write romantic comedy with a touch of poignancy. I'm going to be using my 

upcoming Ready, Willing and...Abel? as my WIP to talk about. So, more specifically 

Ready, Willing and...Abel? is a new, comic twist to The Gift of the Magi story. Abel 

Kennedy wants property Hannah Harrington owns. Hannah wants a baby and needs 

someone to father it. By the end of the book love forces each to be willing to give up their 

dream in order to help the other realize theirs. 

In order to give you more of an idea what I'm talking about, I'm going to post my 

"handout" for this talk. Concentrate on the first part of the authors' answers for right now. 

See all the different ways they describe what they write. Then I'll be back. 

Identifying Your Writing and Your Niche 

Resources:  

 January 2001, RWR, an updated look at publishers, their editors and what they're 

looking for. 

 Candace Irvin (IN CLOSE QUARTERS, Silhouette Intimate Moments, May 01) 

http://members.aol.com/candacelpi 

 "Writing What You Know" -- http://members.aol.com/candacelpi/Writing-What-

You-Know.htm 

From Authors: 

http://members.aol.com/candacelpi
http://members.aol.com/candacelpi/Writing-What-You-Know.htm
http://members.aol.com/candacelpi/Writing-What-You-Know.htm
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Gwyneth Atlee: I write suspenseful, emotionally intense American historical romances 

for Zebra books. Often, my books interweave fictional plots with real-life historical 

disasters, such as the Great Peshtigo Fire of 1871 Wisconsin, Galveston's Great Storm, 

and the Sultana Explosion, which occurred in the final days of the American Civil War. I 

love immersing myself in history with primary source research, and I'm a tremendous fan 

of historical fiction such as Larry McMurtry's LONESOME DOVE, Caleb Carr's THE 

ALIENIST, and Charles Fraser's COLD MOUNTAIN. But I wanted to write historical 

fiction with stronger female characters, so historical romance was a natural for me."  

Here's a quote from a query letter which helped sell my most recent release, CANYON 

SONG. "Set in Northern Arizona's magnificent red rock country in 1884, CANYON 

SONG is the tale of a healing woman forced to choose between exposing her dangerous 

secret or allowing a former love to die. " 

As you may have noticed, I focused on a moral dilemma the romantic relationship poses 

for the heroine in this one-sentence teaser. To sell a historical romance, in my opinion, 

the relationship question must outweigh the events of the time period. I have more 

writing tips and articles available online at www.gwynethatlee.com. 

TOUCHED BY FIRE, Zebra Splendor, 5/99; NIGHT WINDS, Zebra Historical 

Romance, 7/00; CANYON SONG, Zebra Historical Romance, 12/00; AGAINST THE 

ODDS, Zebra Historical Romance, 5/00; TRUST TO CHANCE, Zebra Historical 

Romance, 1/01 

Dianne Castell: Dianne Castell (aka: Dianne Kruetzkamp) writes for Harlequin 

American. Her first book, A Court-Appointed Marriage, will be out in August, 2001 as 

part of The Way We Met...And Married Series. The marriage license on the first page 

which announces that Prudence Randolph and Brice McCormack are hereby legally 

united as husband and wife no matter how much they don't want to be, and whom Judge 

H.T. Willis has joined together better stay that way or else, suggest this a humorous, fast-

paced, sexy read. 

Dianne writes fun books coupled with a sense of heartfelt emotion. Her stories deal with 

the funny things people do when falling in love, and the wonderful emotions they feel 

when they meet the love of their life even if this person shouldn't be the love of their life. 

Court Appointed Marriage, The Way We Met...And Married series Harlequin American 

August, 2001. DianneCastell@hotmail.com 

http://www.gwynethatlee.com/
mailto:DianneCastell@hotmail.com
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Barbara Daly: My stories are lighthearted glimpses of characters who are floundering in 

their attempts to find niches in a tough world-and don't seem to mind readers who get a 

kick out of watching them flounder. 

I arrived at Harlequin circuitously through the good graces of an intelligent and sensitive 

editor from another house who helped me find my own niche (and probably laughed 

uproariously at my floundering) in the former Love & Laughter line with Malle Vallik 

and then in DUETS with Susan Sheppard, who is brave enough to steer me into 

Temptations as well. 

A LONG HOT CHRISTMAS, Harlequin Temptations, December, 2001; Faith and 

Charity to follow in DUETS, 2002. 

Jo Ann Ferguson: I write stories of honorable heroes and heroines who must learn to 

trust each other to find love, stories that can be humorous or deeply compelling -- and 

hopefully both. I don't think I have a niche. I've write historicals, Regencies, time travels, 

other world, inspirational, ghost, and contemporary romances. . .and I have a gothic 

waiting to be written. I was drawn to all of these because I've read them all over the 

years. The Regencies are because my agent said, during a lull in the historical market 

back in the early 90's, I should try one because I had a 'Regency voice.' What intrigues 

me are the characters more than the sort of book. I let them 'tell' me what to write, rather 

than the market. Some books have had to wait several years for the market to come 

around to them, but that's okay. I have to write what I love and would want to read.  

January 2001: MY LORD VIKING http://www.imajinnbooks.com; February 2001: 

FAITHFULLY YOURS Precious Gems Historical; April 2001: DAUGHTER OF THE 

FOX ImaJinn; April 2001: A KISS FOR MAMA Zebra Regency; May 2001: THE 

PERFECT MATCH iPublish/Warner; May 2001: A HIGHLAND FOLLY Zebra 

Regency http://www.joannferguson.com 

Lori Foster: I write sexy explicit books grounded in reality and often based around large 

loving families. I write along the edges of erotica, usually based around a fantasy-type 

"twist" and combined with family and family values. The heroes are real in every sense, 

including their realistic jobs and attitudes. The women are strong and independent, 

understanding that love and healthy sex go hand in hand. Lori Foster published her first 

book in Jan 96 and since has sold 35 novels to 6 different publishers. She's done single 

title with both Harlequin and mainstream houses, novellas with 3 publishers, and a 

multitude of special projects. 

http://www.imajinnbooks.com/
http://www.joannferguson.com/
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Darlene Gardner: I write romantic comedies showcasing the zany possibilities that life 

can deliver. In my upcoming release THE CUPID CAPER, the heroine tells a white lie to 

get her sister's romance back on track but now the man she's falling for thinks she's 

engaged -- to his brother. I've always loved contemporaries but got into writing comedy 

by default. In the early1990s, I had two books published by Silhouette Intimate Moments 

that didn't have a hint of humor. I had such trouble getting a third book by the editors that 

I decided to try something new. FORGET ME? NOT, which was published by Harlequin 

Duets in Nov. 2000, was my first attempt at writing comedy. I kept at it and made four 

sales, three to Duets and one to Love Spell, in a fourteen-month period. After my 

daughter read my recent release, she said, "Gosh, Mom, I never knew you were funny 

until I read your book." THE CUPID CAPER, Harlequin Duets, May 2001; THE 

HUSBAND HOTEL, Harlequin Duets, Jan. 2002; THE MISCONCEPTION, Dorchester 

Love Spell, March 2002 www.darlenegardner.com 

Liz Jarrett: I write both romantic comedies and sensual romances with a touch of humor 

for Harlequin. I found my niche at Harlequin through RWA contests. I met Mary Theresa 

Hussey because of several contest wins, and when I heard about Yours Truly, I submitted 

a manuscript to her. When that line folded, she handed the book off to Malle Vallik, who 

ended up buying me. Liz Lounsbury w/a Michelle James, KISSING CAITLIN, PG, 2/01; 

w/a Liz Jarrett, TEMPTING TESS, Harlequin Temptation, 4/01; w/a Liz Jarrett, a four-

book Duets series starting in 2002;  

Did you read through the handout? Did you see how many ways there are to answer 

WHAT DO YOU WRITE? Each of them were very individual, but each of them hit the 

important points. That's what we're hoping to do in this talk...we're hoping to help each 

other to be able to boil down our writing to a clear sentence. And be able to condense a 

particular manuscript to a clear and concise paragraph. Why? 

Well, let's say I'm Edna Editor and you're coming to a conference to pitch your 

manuscript to me. Now, before you pitch, let me tell you about my office...it doesn't have 

furniture, it has manuscripts--piles and piles of manuscripts. My desk is built from 

manuscripts, and I use another stack as a chair. I wake up and start reading, and don't stop 

until it's bedtime. And no matter how much I read, my slush pile continues to grow. I 

think it's breeding. And in addition to looking for new authors, I have to take care of my 

group of authors that are already published in my line. I have to read their new proposals, 

edit their finished manuscripts, and walk their books through all the steps in production. 

And yet, here I am, at this conference listening to you.  

http://www.darlenegardner.com/
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"What do you write?" I ask.  

Now, let's say you haven't really thought about this answer. You're here, certain I'll 

recognize your brilliance without your even trying. "I write...well, my book it has this 

hero and this heroine. They were in love years ago but then...well, you see there's her 

father--" 

"No," I say gently. "I don't want to know about the father, I want to know about the hero 

and heroine, about the book." 

"But the father, he--" 

"Isn't the story. Tell me about the story." 

"Well, they fall in love, but break up. And they end up back together." 

"Oh."  

There, you did it, and it's clear as...mud. 

Let's try again with a little more thought and preparation. 

"What do you write?" I, Edna Editor, ask. 

"I write character driven stories that are full of passion. ROMIE AND JULES is a 

reunion story. Years ago Jules--a poor boy from the wrong side of the tracks-- left town 

to pursue a career that would allow him to come back and be the man Romie deserved, 

and Romie stayed home and tried to get over her broken heart. Now Jules is back ready to 

explore his feelings for Romie...feelings that never faded. But Romie can't trust the man 

who broke her heart so many years ago. Someone who never understood she wanted him, 

not what he could provide for her." 

"Tell me more." 

The difference between the two versions is that the second time around the author knew 

her story. She hit the high points in just a paragraph, and though Edna Editor still doesn't 

have all the specifics of the story, she has a basic concept she can build off.  
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Because Edna is so busy and has piles of manuscript breeding in her office, she's 

selective about what books she'll request at the conference. Which one do you think Edna 

Editor would be asking for? The manuscript from the author who seemed to know what 

the heck she was writing would probably be more likely to catch her interest than the 

other version. 

Oh, I'm not saying that with a bunch of leading questions, Edna can't get answers from 

author #1, I'm just saying, that as a busy editor, who would you rather read a manuscript 

by? Someone who isn't really sure what she's writing, or someone who can speak clearly 

about her manuscript? 

That being said, let's have our first exercise. Pull out your WIP. Now, tell me, WHAT 

DO YOU WRITE? WHAT IS THIS MANUSCRIPT ABOUT?  

Those uninhibited participants, feel free to post. Introduce yourself, and give us a "pitch." 

WHAT DO YOU WRITE? Those of you who prefer lurking...please feel free. But do this 

exercise there at your home. And if you get brave, come out and post at anytime over the 

next three days.  

I'll try to stop by off and on today and answer any questions. Please remember, I'm not 

here to "grade" your pitch. And I certainly don't have all the answers. (I don't know 

everything, remember? <g>) This is supposed to be a discussion...so please feel free to 

discuss! 

Adrianne Lee: I write sexy/romantic whodunits. That's the best way I can think of to 

describe what I'm doing. I just started writing and no matter what I wrote the stories came 

out the same, but I didn't know what to call them. Then an agent told me I write women 

in jeopardy. That's how I found out. Adrianne Lee www.adriannelee.com visit my 

website and read an excerpt of UNDERCOVER BABY HIS ONLY DESIRE, August 

2001; UNDERCOVER BABY, April 2001 

Janet Lyndford: I write intricate historicals set in days of old when knights were bold, 

but the women are assertive and go after what they want, in both business and pleasure. I 

found my current niche by studying all the lines and choosing the one most like what I 

write. My historical romances immerse the reader in the period, making old England and 

Scotland come alive. I've always loved reading historical novels, so I decided to create 

the type of historical I always wanted to read. Janet Lynnford web site: 

www.sff.net/people/JanetLynnford e-mail: jlynnford@aol.com Bride of Hearts, Signet 

http://www.sff.net/people/JanetLynnford
mailto:jlynnford@aol.com


From Hairy Legs to Fairies:                           Holly Jacobs Fuhrmann © 

Identifying Your Writing and Your Niche                                                 February 2001 

 

P a g e  | 8 

From the Heart Romance Writers is chapter #177 of the  

Romance Writers of America®. 

 

Copyright (c) 2001-2013, From the Heart Romance Writers. All rights reserved. 

Do not copy any images or text without permission. 

 

Historical Romance, still available from August 2000; Firebrand Bride, Signet Historical 

Romance, still available from March 1999; Bride of Fair Isle, Signet Historical Romance, 

coming in late 2001/early 2002 

Charlotte McClay: The theme of the first book in my firefighter series is "Love is 

Blind." I had read all the contemporary lines, worked on my craft and produced a dozen 

full manuscripts--all of which received multiple rejections. When I started the book in 

question--which became The Villain's Lady, published January 1993, I made a conscious 

decision to have "fun" with my writing, That way, if it didn't sell at least I'd have a good 

time writing the book. The net result of this decision, I believe, is that I found my 

"voice." Then luck intervened. The book was rejected by Silhouette but my agent then 

sent it to an editor at Harlequin American. (The two lines were more separate then.) At 

the time, HAR was switching from a disease-of-the-month line to lighter, more upbeat 

stories. My manuscript landed on an editor's desk, I suspect she laughed in chapter one 

when my heroine's dog licked the hero's face, and she bought the book (which I 

subsequently had to revise three times!). The irony is if I had been "targeting" HAR at the 

time, I would have written a darker, more angsty book. The lesson learned, of course, is 

that you have to write the book that fits your style and voice, and hope to heaven it will 

fit within the parameters an editor is seeking. Since that first sale, my respective editors 

have worked with me to target my stories to fit into the line(s) I write for. That's a 

tremendous advantage for a published author. Watch for The Men of Station Six, a 3-

book series by Charlotte Maclay featuring the world's most "studly" firefighters, from 

Harlequin American. BOLD AND BRAVE-HEARTED, 8/01; WITH VALOR AND 

DEVOTION, 9/01; BETWEEN HONOR AND DUTY, 10/01; Books that leaving you 

smiling.......by Charlotte Maclay 

Kathleen O'Reilly: A Christmas Carol provides character-induced humor and a lot of 

heart as two friends try to determine if their friendship can survive love. I've always 

written humorous stories (not rollicking comedies, but characters with a creative view of 

life <g>), both in historical and contemporary. It's hard for me to read a book that has no 

sense of humor, so it was a natural affiliation for me to work laughter into my stories. I 

enjoy creating people who have very real flaws and weaknesses, but use their sense of 

humor to help them through the rough stuff, and I firmly believe in putting characters 

through the rough stuff. I do think it's very difficult to combine humor with gravity, but 

that's what I've tried to do in all my writing. I figure I'll know in December (my first book 

comes out) how successful I am. Kathleen O'Reilly - kpanov@earthlink.net A 

CHRISTMAS CAROL, Dec '01, Harlequin Duets 
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Cheryl St. John: I write character-driven stories about people facing life situations and 

growing in the midst of adversity. I write American historicals and contemporary stories 

of home and family situations. I don't know that I've "found my niche," but I've 

discovered the kind of characters and situations I like to explore. Most of my stories 

come from one odd, seemingly impossible idea that I twist until I can make it work. I 

observe people and am a stickler for details that make characters real. If the reader can 

believe in this person, they can accept an unlikely situation or story. Cheryl St.John 

JOE'S WIFE, Harlequin Historical 3/99; THE DOCTOR'S WIFE, Harlequin Historical 

10/99; "Isabelle" Novella in Silhouette's BIG SKY BRIDES Anthology 2/2000; SWEET 

ANNIE, Harlequin Historical 2/2001; THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN, Montana 

Mavericks #10 3/2001; THE GUNSLINGER'S BRIDE, Montana Mavericks Harlequin 

Historical, 9/2001; www.tlt.com/authors/cstjohn.htm  

Isabel Sharpe: FOLLOW THAT BABY is the trouble-piled-on-trouble comic story of a 

burned-out city detective who traces his friend's missing son to a small eccentrically 

populated town in Wisconsin, where he finds every ounce of his skill tested by the 

cunning of a sexy schoolteacher disguising the boy as her "daughter," who makes him 

start to want more than just the truth. I came to write romantic comedy as a natural 

extension of my personality. I look for humor in every situation, from the mundane to the 

tragic and I've always been a hopeless romantic. The combination was a natural and 

Duets was actively acquiring. Right place right time. I believe humor can go a long way 

toward keeping us sane, humble and healthy. If my books can make someone under stress 

or in pain laugh and feel lightened for a little while then I've done my job to a degree that 

gives me deep satisfaction. Isabel Sharpe DIAMOND AFFAIRS weekly online serial, 

www.eHarlequin.com, starts Jan 15; FOLLOW THAT BABY!, Harlequin Duets, January 

2001; THE WILD SIDE, Harlequin Blaze, October 2001 

Tina Wainscott: I write romantic suspense with a touch of the supernatural. I've always 

been drawn toward the supernatural, particularly near-death experiences and psychic 

phenomena. The first book I sold, On the Way to Heaven, was about a woman who died 

and got a second chance--in the body of another woman! I now lean more toward reality 

beyond reality, meaning more realistic types of supernatural phenomena. But I also go 

the other way and enjoy writing romantic comedy too! Tina Wainscott 

UNFORGIVABLE, St. Martins Press, October 2001; DAN ALL OVER AGAIN, 

Harlequin Duets, June 2001 www.tinawainscott.com 

Kate Walker: I try to write emotionally intense, passionate novels about modern 

relationships. I started out simply knowing that I wanted to write romances, or at least 

http://www.tlt.com/authors/cstjohn.htm
http://www.tinawainscott.com/
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stories about relationships. I'd always written as a child and a teenager and when I look 

back at some of the notebooks I still have from those days (my son calls them 'historical 

documents') I found that the main theme running through them was that of personal 

relationships, whether in a historical context, a thriller or whatever. Even in a children's 

story I'd written at the age of twelve (which had the wonderful title of 'It Was All 

Through Diamond' - Diamond was a horse!) I had a tall, dark, difficult hero with an 

unhappy past behind him. And when I was seventeen I wrote a long, involved story about 

a guy called Mick O'Connell who was a rock star and had several passionate love affairs 

most of which ended tragically, so I was obviously always drawn to that type. It probably 

comes from reading "Wuthering Heights" at a very early age and becoming totally 

absorbed by the Heathcliff type of hero. I grew up very near to Haworth where the Bronte 

sisters lived and I read their books over and over again. The only real writer I knew was a 

lady who wrote for Mills & Boon in the 60s so when I started writing for myself, I tried 

to follow in her footsteps. When I first stared writing, in England, the lines weren't split 

as definitely as they are now. There was just a M&B Romance. But I always preferred the 

stronger stories, the darker heroes, the stronger conflicts. I admired the writing of other 

authors but the ones that kept me up reading late into the night were the ones who later 

were the Presents writers. I can enjoy reading a comedy or a Romance line book but 

when I come to write my heroes and heroines always get so intense about everything and 

my heroines usually give as good as they get - I suppose they're like me in that! I think 

the Presents line gives me more freedom, more scope to tackle issues and problems that 

come up in contemporary relationships. I love being able to work on a situation that has 

such potential for personal tragedy and turn it into the strong foundation for the true 

romance 'Happy Ever After' ending. Kate Walker http://www.kate-walker.com 

RAFAEL'S LOVE-CHILD Harlequin Presents #2160; FIANCÃ‰E BY MISTAKE 

Harlequin Presents #2150; SATURDAY'S BRIDE Harlequin Presents #2131; 

CONSTANTINE'S REVENGE Harlequin Presents #2082 

Nancy Warren: Nancy Warren writes sensual, humorous contemporaries for today's 

woman, but deep down her themes are timeless. She writes about womens' struggles to 

find their place in the world and the men who drive them crazy, but ultimately love them 

for who they are. When Harlequin started their Love and Laughter line in the mid '90s I 

was a brand new RWA member and had just started writing romance. I thought the line 

sounded like a lot of fun and began writing short contemporary humorous stories. 

However, my hero and heroine kept getting into some very steamy situations, and some 

of my stories were more like Harlequin Temptations, which I love. So, I started writing 

both. One thing I've learned is not to fight with a story, but let it take me where it wants 

to go. For me, compelling characters, humor, plus lots of sex makes for a great read. 
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When I heard about the new Blaze line, I already had a couple of stories in mind that 

were going to be too long and maybe a tad too provocative for the Temptation line. They 

were perfect for Blaze. What a thrill to find homes for all the different kinds of stories I 

love to write! I hope to continue writing for all three lines. Nancy won the Harlequin 

2000 Summer Blaze contest and two weeks later got 'the call'. Her first book, Flashback, 

a Harlequin Temptation will be out in July, 2001. Her second book, Shotgun Nanny, a 

Harlequin Duets hits shelves in Dec. 2001 and the Blaze (based on her winning contest 

entry) will be out some time in 2002. 

Karen Whiddon: I write about tortured heros and the women who's love can heal them. I 

write both short contemporary romance and longer, paranormal romance. I write the 

contemps because they are fun, but the paranormals are the books of my heart. I like 

different, strange, unusual. Sometimes when I go off to fantasy land, I don't want to be 

constrained by the "ordinary realm". I've always loved SF/Fantasy books, so when I sat 

down to write POWERFUL MAGIC, I wrote the book I wanted to read, not even sure it 

would sell. As a matter of fact, several agents turned down the project, one even going so 

far as to ask if I would please send her a "straight historical" because this book was too 

different. Of course I ignored all that, sent the book out myself, and the first publisher I 

sent it to - Leisure Books - bought it. Karen Whiddon Powerful Magic - Leisure 

Lovespell - Feb 01 

Today, we'll continue talking about them, but I'd like to expand the discussion. We're 

going to discuss, finding your niche in the publishing world. If you'll go back and look at 

the "handout" I sent you yesterday, and read each author's second paragraph, you'll see 

they all ended up writing for a particular different line or house in a multitude of ways.  

Now, why have I incorporated this into our discussion of writing styles? Well, how you 

write, what you write, directly influences where you are going to submit. That sounds 

like a basic concept, but sometimes it's the most basic things that are overlooked. So, go 

back and pull out your answer to WHAT DO YOU WRITE? from yesterday. Now, think 

about all the books you've read. All the publishers, all the imprints of those publishers. 

Where does what you write fit? 

There's a lot to consider. Length...that's a big factor for category. Each line has a specific 

word count. Then let's ask yourself, is it a comedy? How about suspense? If you're 

targeting category, does your story focus on your hero and heroine? If you're targeting a 

single title publisher, you have a lot more leeway in secondary characters/plots. 
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Now, I don't have a handout with all the publisher's guidelines. I'm looking at a July issue 

of RWR, and they have a complete market update. There are publisher's guidelines 

available online, too.  

But in addition to talking about pitches today, let's talk about where to pitch to. Go back 

to that handout from yesterday. Look at the second paragraphs in each section. The 

authors talk about how they ended up writing for their publishers. Not all of them ended 

up where they started out targeting. 

So, in addition to your pitches, let's ask WHAT PUBLISHER/LINE ARE YOU 

TARGETING? 

Holly Jacobs Fuhrmann writes as Holly Jacobs for Harlequin Duets and for Silhouette 

Romance. She writes as Holly Fuhrmann for Kensington Precious Gems and for ImaJinn 

Books, where the first book in her fairytale trilogy, Mad About Max, is a nominee for 

RIO's Dorothy Parker award in paranormal romance. 2001 is an exciting year for Holly. 

She made her Holly Jacobs' debut in January with I WAXED MY LEGS FOR THIS? for 

Harlequin Duets. And she'll have four other releases in 2001 -- SIDE BY SIDE (w/a 

Holly Fuhrmann, PG, 1/01), MIRACLES FOR NICK (w/a Holly Fuhrmann, ImaJinn 

Books, 9/01), DO YOU HEAR WHAT I HEAR? (w/a Holly Jacobs, Sil Rom, 11/01), 

READY, WILLING AND...ABEL? (w/a Holly Jacobs, Harl Duets, 12/01). When she's not 

at her computer, she's hanging out with her husband, playing chauffeur to her four 

children, or wiping up her two hundred pound Old English Mastiff's slime! You can visit 

Holly at www.HollysBooks.com. 

 

http://www.hollysbooks.com/

