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Introduction and Homework 1 

Merry Meet! I am delighted to "see" so many of you here for my workshop. Things I 

hope to cover during this two weeks include how to tell a pagan from a witch from a 

Wiccan as well as how to write a believable character from any of those backgrounds. 

We will talk about words to use and words not to use if you want to stay true to the genre. 

 

I've been Wiccan for a long time now. I received my training through a coven in Toledo, 

Ohio and have been involved with others throughout the states. I have students of my 

own now and do some mentoring as well. I teach with a local group here in Denver. The 

College of Wicca And Old Lore has been in existence for five years. We just started our 

Earth Quarter for 2003. I will talk about that a bit more later in the week. 

 

Right now is a great time to talk about witches and wizards and warlocks and the like. It's 

Halloween after all! Parties and candy and costumes and fake blood rule at the stores 

these days. But, Halloween used to be a different critter back "in the day". And so did the 

term "witch". 

*************************HOMEWORK****************************** 

Define the following words from your own experience (in other words, don't go to the 

dictionary yet): 

Witch 

Wiccan 

Pagan 

Warlock 

Sorcerer 

Wizard 

 

Don't worry if some of these are the same to you! And the definitions don't have to be 

long either. 

 

Now, the next part is to tell us what your expectations of a witch are? If you were 

building a stereotypical witch, what would you write about in a short character sketch? 

Who is a Pagan?  

Pagan comes from the Latin word paganus which meant country dweller. It's been 

assigned to those who follow an Earth religion. Earth religions tend to have worshippers 
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who are in harmony with the Earth and all life. It is also assumed that more than one 

Deity is worshipped. Today we have neo-paganism. This movement began with Gerald 

Gardner in the early part of the 20th century. He is often called the founder of modern 

Wicca. 

Pagan religions can include shamanistic ones as well. Shamans are a world-wide 

phenomenon but are often only thought of within the American Aboriginal people. But 

the Hmong folk of Korea have Shamans as well as the Mongolian nomadic tribes.  

I tend to think of pagan as the large umbrella under which everything else (including Jo 

and her Mr. Baer) reside. So pagan is the equivalent of Christian. A Wiccan is a pagan. A 

witch is a pagan. A Methodist is a Christian. A Catholic is a Christian. 

And, just as someone can say that they are just Christian and not part of any organized 

religion, so can someone say that they are just pagan. 

You would still expect that Christian to believe certain things like the resurrection of 

Christ and the ten commandments. 

A pagan would be expected to still hold to certain things such as polytheism and the 

worship of nature. 

Witch (Wi) vs. Wiccan (Wc)  

The line between Witch (Wi) and Wiccan (Wc) is a fine one. A very fine one and it must 

be carefully looked at if you want a believable magic user in a modern setting. There are 

witches as well as Wiccans who you can draw from as characters. 

The most easily definable line between Wi and Wc is the Rede and the Law of Threefold. 

There are many versions of the Rede and if you are interested, this link might be useful 

for you. http://www.draknetfree.com/sheathomas/ The one that is most often referred to is 

"an it harm none, do what thou wilt". You could get into a month-long discussion on 

what the Rede means.  

 

For our purposes, we will say that it binds a Wiccan to do no harm unless harm is done to 

him or her first. And even then your character better think about it long and hard.  

 

Also the Law of Threefold which is sometimes erroneously, IMO, to the Law of Three. 

Take a piece of paper and fold it three times. How many layers do you have? This is 

another issue that could be debated upon as being equal to Karma.  

http://www.draknetfree.com/sheathomas/
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Suffice it to say that it is not, but that we do not have time to go there for this workshop 

either! 

 

Here is a chart:  

  pagan rede/LO3 polytheistic antique modern coven hierarchy eclectic 

Witch X 
 

X X X X X X 

Wiccan X X X 
 

X X X X 

  traditional hedge green kitchen Egyptian Norse Celtic Teutonic 

Witch X X X X 
    

Wiccan X 
   

X X X X 

I have checked the things that a Wi and a Wc can have in common or not.  

 

Traditional is used in witchcraft to speak of family ties that go back hundreds of years. It 

is very very easy to claim a family Tradition because no one can disprove it. However, 

claiming a traditional Wiccan line such as Gardnerian or Alexandrian (both different 

paths of Wc) is not so easy. Your character can be called upon to prove her lineage or, as 

they say in Gardnerian, show his or her puppy papers. It's an inside joke about the 

similarities between breeding charts of dogs and who initiated who in Gardnerian Wicca. 

This tradition as well as the Alexandrian tradition are gender-specific in initiation. Male-

female-male-female. You will never see in a true Gardnerian Wiccan lineage male-male-

female-female. It just isn't done (sniff, sniff and all that rot). GRIN! 

 

As I think I've said, witch and Wiccan are interchangeable on the Wiccan path but not on 

the witchcraft path.  

 

Merry Meet  

There is some historical reference to the phrase "merry we meet" in conjunction with 

Lord Francis Dashwood, but I need to do some research on it. The first Wiccan usage 

came with Gardner as far as I am aware, but as I said, I don't know.  

 

We, being Wiccans, tend to use it for hello and good bye and it is a traditional Circle 

opening. We close Circle to start and open Circle to end. :-) At the ending most often you 
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will hear the leaders of the ritual say "Merry Meet" and everyone else will join in with 

"Merry Part and Merry Meet Again" and a group hug.  

 

I sign with BB or Blessed Be also known as Bright Blessings because I do use it as a 

blessing in parting from people. Just as a Christian might tell you to "have a blessed day", 

so do I say "blessed be" to people. 

 

Merry Meet in place of hello is becoming more and more popular particularly in email, 

but I don't notice it in my face-to-face friends so much. If I am meeting someone for the 

first time or I want them to know I am Wiccan, I will catch their eye and very 

deliberately say "Merry Meet". It is a good secret handshake if you will.  

Warlock 
 

[Middle English warloghe, from Old English wrloga, oath-breaker : wr, pledge; see wr-o- 

in Indo-European Roots + -loga, liar (from logan, to lie. See leugh- in Indo-European 

Roots).] 

 

\War"lock\, n. [OE. warloghe a deceiver, a name or the Devil, AS. w?rloga a belier or 

breaker of his agreement, word, or pledge; w?r covenant, troth (aki? to L. verus true; see 

Very) + loga a liar (in comp.), le['o]gan to lie. See 3d Lie.] A male witch; a wizard; a 

sprite; an imp. [Written also warluck.] --Dryden.  

I use the dictionary.com definitions here because this is a word that has created some 

debate in the pagan community. There is one group, the Asatru, who believe that this 

word is associated with an Icelandic word that means lore-singer. 

I believe that warlock means oath-breaker. It is a very misused word. Often we think it 

means male witch. That we can thank Bewitched for! ;-) But in modern context, if you 

call someone a warlock in your novel, you have just labeled that person a liar and worse. 

You should never trust a warlock. Although a falsely accused warlock might be 

interesting. ;-) 

But if you want accuracy in your novel, avoid warlock unless that character is a bad 'un. 

 

Lineage 

Here we go on the Lineage. It is only important in a Traditional Wiccan coven. Doesn't 

matter to followers of witchcraft or solitaries (which we will talk about today). 
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Let's begin with Gerald Gardner who says he was initiated by priestess (whose name I 

can't remember). 

 

GG initiates Patricia Crowther 

 

PC initiates Ray Buckland 

 

RB initiates a female 

 

She initiates Scott CunninghamI use this lineage because I believe it is a true one. 

However... in this line there is a break because Ray Buckland (who is still alive) broke 

away from Gardnerian Wicca to begin Seax Wicca. But he does have a lineage back to 

Gerald Gardner. 

 

So lineage is basically who initiated whom. 

 

In my tradition, a male-female initiation is not required so my initiator is Lady Lhianna 

Sidhe of Toledo, Ohio.  

The Law of Threefold 

The Law of Threefold is the idea that every action you take will return to you threefold. 

Not three times, but threefold. I think that is a very important difference. So if I curse Cai 

with three months of writer's block, I can expect something back threefold that. Not 

necessarily nine months writer's block, but something equally as bad only threefold more! 

 

It behooves a Wiccan to pay attention to that. I believe that belief in something adds 

strength to it as well. So if I instead wish Cai three months of creativity, then you see that 

my threefold return would be something I might look forward to. 

 

A Wiccan also never does magic for someone without asking. There are exceptions. For 

instance, if Cai (she is my writing partner if folks wonder why I am picking on her), were 

in a coma I would send healing energies to her Higher Self to use as needed 

**UNLESS** I had specific prior permission from Cai that it was ok. My sister has told 

me that it is never ok to use magic on her behalf. I respect that and she respects my 

religious choices. :-D 

 

Levels 
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Many Wiccan traditions have levels.  

 

1. Dedicant (where you dedicate yourself to the path of Wicca and to the Gods 

Themselves) 

2. First Degree (Priest or Priestess to yourself) 

3. Second Degree (Priest or Priestess to your coven and helping the High Priest and High 

Priestess out as needed) 

4. Third Degree (Priest or Priestess to your community at large. Often will hive off from 

coven to form new coven) 

5. Elder (Priest or Priestess who is stepping back from teaching. Still available but doesn't 

do as much unless called upon) 

 

Solitary Wiccans are those Wiccans who do not go through coven training. They have no 

need for degrees so they do not use them. (I will admit to a personal bias to a solitary 

Wiccan using degrees.) 

 

In the Wiccan faith we often speak of the Mysteries. It is difficult to explain what they 

are, but they are truly things we all experience, but when you thoughtfully experience 

them, there is a difference. 

 

Today's discussion will be on: 

1.Wicca 

a. What it is 

b. What it isn't 

 

2. Common words used to describe a Wiccan Witch 

 

3. Types of Wiccans  

 

4. URLS for research 

 

I will go over each thing briefly.  

 

1. Wicca 

Wicca is an earth based religion. It is polytheistic. It does use herbs. It does have a belief 

in the supernatural. It is nature friendly.  
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Wicca is not Satanic. It is not evil. It is not about animal sacrifices. It is not about human 

sacrifices (although a practitioner might sacrifice something of themselves such as hair or 

a favorite item much in the way a Catholic sacrifices something they enjoy during Lent). 

It is not about hexing, binding, cursing (although all are certainly available to utilize). It 

is not about zombies or voodoo. 

 

2. Common Words 
 

Some common words to describe your character might be "goddess worshipper" 

"polytheist" "pagan" "witch" "priestess" "Wiccan" High Priestess" "follower of the Old 

Ways" "follower of the Old Path" "Child of the Gods". 

 

3. Types of Wiccans 
 

I will tell you that I will NEVER be able to list all of them! But here are some. 

 

Egyptian Wiccan: Use the Egyptian pantheon for their Deities 

 

Celtic Wiccan: Use the Celtic pantheon (probably the most popular of all types of 

Wiccans and the most poorly researched) 

 

Norse Wiccan: Not to be confused with Asatru which is a living religion of the Vikings 

(and, I believe, still one of the recognized religions in Iceland) 

 

Christo-Wiccan: Uses the Christian pantheon as well as other Deities when working 

magic and spell work 

 

Gardnerian Wiccan: Can trace their lineage back to Gardner himself. Call themselves "of 

the Wicca" rather than Wiccan 

 

Alexandrian Wiccan: Can trace their lineage back to Alex Sanders. Also use "of the 

Wicca" 

 

Seax Wicca: Raymond Buckland's lineage. Degreed system. Gypsy teachings 

Here are some URLS for you: 
 

http://www.witchvox.com Probably the best place for heathens, pagans, witches, Wiccans 

http://www.witchvox.com/
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etc to find news on our community as well as each other. 

 

http://www.anisoptera.com My own personal site. Has an online Grimoire if you want to 

peruse some rituals and spells 

 

http://www.wiccan.com Sun Dragon's page. Loaded with stuff 

 

http://www.wcc.on.ca The Wiccan Church of Canada 

 

http://paganwiccan.about.com About.com's Pagan/Wiccan section. Lots of good URL's 

 

Gardnerians and Alexandrians are pretty strict on the skyclad aspect. It is not required but 

it is called for in a lovely piece of liturgy called the Charge of the Goddess. I will post 

that next. 

 

General rule of thumb is if some are skyclad, all are. Kind of a all or nothing (pun 

intended) thing.  

 

I have worked skyclad as well as robed. I truly see no difference in the working. Others 

that I know swear that clothing traps the energy and makes the work harder for them.  

 

Also being skyclad is not the same thing as being naked in the sense that we are not 

looking at one another. We are seeing the God and Goddess in one another and 

celebrating that. I think this is where that orgy myth comes into play. In 23 years of being 

Wiccan I have yet to be invited to even ONE orgy. Darn it. I think I need that to broaden 

my writing experience. JOKING! 

 

The following piece is read by the High Priest to the High Priestess who responds. This is 

often a channeling of Deity energies. I have marked where he reads and where she 

responds. Next I will post two satire pieces to show you that Wiccans often have a great 

deal of fun with "liturgy". We can be quite the ... um.... silly lot! 

Charge of the Goddess 

Doreen Valiente 

 

High Priest: 

Now listen to the words of the Great Mother, 

Who was of old also called among men  

http://www.anisoptera.com/
http://www.wiccan.com/
http://paganwiccan.about.com/


Pushing the Paranormal Envelope:                   Stepanie Lynch (aka Arwen Nightstar) 

Witch, Wiccan,Wizard, Mage, Warlock                                                   October 2003 

You Mean There’s a Difference?  

P a g e  | 9 

From the Heart Romance Writers is chapter #177 of the  

Romance Writers of America®. 

 

Copyright (c) 2001-2013, From the Heart Romance Writers. All rights reserved. 

Do not copy any images or text without permission. 

 

Artemis, Astarte, Athene, Dione, Melusine, Aphrodite,  

Cerridwen, Dana, Arianrhod, Isis, Bride  

And by many other names.  

 

High Priestess: 

Whenever ye have need of any thing,  

Once in the month, and better it be when the moon is full,  

Then shall ye assemble in some secret place,  

And adore the spirit of me, who am Queen of all witches.  

There shall ye assemble,  

Ye who are fain to learn all sorcery,yet have not won its deepest secrets;  

To these will I teach things that are as yet unknown.  

And ye shall be free from slavery;  

And as a sign that ye be really free, ye shall be naked in your rites;  

And ye shall dance, sing, feast, make music and love,  

All in my praise.  

For mine is the ecstasy of the spirit, and mine also is joy on earth;  

For my law is love unto all beings.  

Keep pure your highest ideal;  

Strive ever towards it, let naught stop you or turn you aside;  

For mine is the secret door which opens upon the land of youth,  

And mine is the cup of wine of life,  

And the cauldron of Cerridwen, which is the Holy Grail of immortality.  

I am the gracious Goddess,  

Who gives the gift of joy unto the heart of man.  

Upon earth, I give the knowledge of the spirit eternal;  

And beyond death, I give peace, and freedom,  

And reunion with those who have gone before.  

Nor do I demand sacrifice; for behold, I am the Mother of all living,  

And my love is poured out upon the earth.  

 

High Priest: 

Hear ye the words of the Star Goddess She in the dust of whose feet  

are the hosts of heaven, whose body encircles the universe.  

 

High Priestess: 

I, Who am the beauty of the green earth, and the white moon among the stars,  
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And the mystery of the waters, and desire of the heart of man.  

Call unto thy soul;  

Arise and come unto me;  

For I am the soul of nature, who gives life to the universe.  

>From me all things proceed, and unto me all things must return;  

And before my face, beloved of Gods and of men,  

Let thine innermost divine self be enfolded in the rapture of the infinite.  

Let my worship be within the heart that rejoiceth;  

For behold, all acts of love and pleasure are my rituals.  

And therefore let there be beauty and strength, power and compassion,  

Honour and humility, mirth and reverence within you.  

And thou who thinkest to seek for me,  

Know thy seeking and yearning shall avail thee not  

Unless thou knowest the mystery:  

That if that which thou seekest thou findest not within thee,  

Thou wilt never find it without thee.  

For behold, I have been with thee from the beginning;  

And I am that which is attained at the end of desire 

 

Wiccan:  

Blythe is a free spirit (sorry couldn't resist) who finds more happiness in the woods than 

in the church. She was introduced to Wicca by a college friend but didn't really pay 

attention to it until the death of her mother when the preacher's sermon meant nothing. 

She wanted to feel again so she picked up a book at her local bookstore and began to 

read. She met some weirdos along the way but eventually met a circle of Wiccans that 

she felt comfortable with. When they asked her to join them in coven, she happily said 

yes. Her coven routinely pickets the fur industry and does New Moon healing work that 

is sent directly to Mother Earth. She expects to be initiated soon. 

 

Witch:  

Petra's family is Slavic, some might say gypsy, but they would be wrong. She comes 

from a long line of Russian healers who fled the pogroms of Russia along with the Jews. 

Her grandmother taught her about amulets and how to cast the evil eye even though 

Petra's mother strictly forbade it. Petra can sense things others can't and runs a 

housecleaning business that doubles as a ghost ridder. Her mother would be furious if she 

knew what her daughter was doing. But Petra can't help it. The voices of those lost in 

limbo call to her and she has to answer them. 
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Pagan:  

Bob looks like a 60's throwback. Long hair usually worn in a ponytail accompanied by an 

equally long beard on a rotund face with blue eyes that twinkle, Bob is a laugher. He is 

also a naturist and takes his clothes off at the first availability He participated in the very 

first sit-in at Berkeley and worries that today's pagan isn't as aware as they need to be. 

His campaign is to educate his fellow pagans by walking the walk. 

 

These are things that a Witch or Wiccan might use 
 

Herbs:  

Various plants whose properties are medicinal or magical or both. Most witches/Wiccans 

are very careful about wildcrafting (the art of going afield to find your own herbs rather 

than growing them) because of the heavy use of pesticides these days. Peterson's Field 

Guide to Plants or other guide would be on his or her bookshelf and in his or her 

backpack. Potions and Tinctures are made from herbs. 

 

Crystal Balls:  

Commonly made of glass these days, a real crystal ball is a treasure to find. And pricey in 

general. The art of scrying is relaxing your mind to the point that your subconscious can 

pull in messages. Crystal balls are only one form of scrying.  

 

Stones:  

Similar to plants except that stones are often used for healing by laying them on the 

person. This is something that I do and would be happy to discuss offlist AFTER the 

workshop. :-) 

 

Tarot:  

Divination tool. These cards are said to be at least as old as the Egyptian Empire. They 

are used to tell stories that foretell the future or the here and now. I do a lot with Tarot 

and would be happy to answer questions offlist AFTER the workshop. 

 

Dreams:  

Divination again. Often in combination with stones and herbs because the appropriate 

mixes can bring on prophetic dreams. 

 

Spells:  

The art of conjuring. Spells are sometimes called cantrips and often rhyme. Rhymes are 

easier to remember when you are chanting something to raise power. 



Pushing the Paranormal Envelope:                   Stepanie Lynch (aka Arwen Nightstar) 

Witch, Wiccan,Wizard, Mage, Warlock                                                   October 2003 

You Mean There’s a Difference?  

P a g e  | 12 

From the Heart Romance Writers is chapter #177 of the  

Romance Writers of America®. 

 

Copyright (c) 2001-2013, From the Heart Romance Writers. All rights reserved. 

Do not copy any images or text without permission. 

 

 

Besom aka Broom:  

To sweep away negative energies before casting your Circle. 

 

Thurible aka Censor aka Incense burner:  

Where you burn your herbs or incense 

 

Candles:  

Lit to represent the Four Quarters and the Lady and the Lord (Wiccan) Lit to use in spell 

work (Witch and Wiccan) 

 

Pentagram:  

physical representation of the pentacle. The pentacle is the mathematical symbol that has 

five points. The pentagram is the actual tangible thing. So I wear a pentagram but not a 

pentacle (I mix this up all the time and it is a common mistake for many pagans that I 

know). Five points represent different things to different people. To me it can be the 

Leonardo daVinci man (arms, legs, head) or it can be the four quarters and Spirit. There 

are other combinations as well. 

 

There are many many others.  

 

A typical day in the life of our average modern witch 
 

Get up. Make a cup of tea. Sit and think about the day ahead. Save a bit of the tea to 

throw out the back door as an offering to your Gods. Feed the cat. Ask cat to watch the 

house while you are gone. Drive to work. Cast the evil eye on driver who cuts you off. 

Gain satisfaction by seeing the driver pulled over by motorcycle cop ten minutes later. 

Get to work. Listen to co-worker moan about her lovelife (again!). Hand her a sachet you 

made. Tell her it is for her underwear drawer. Don't tell her it is a love-drawing mixture. 

Start working. Realize copier is down. Call copy machine repair guy and mentally put a 

compulsion on him. He still arrives three hours later. Either compulsions don't work, you 

don't have the touch, or the copier guy is a witch and shielded. Go home. Eat dinner. Save 

a bit of food for an offering later. Observe the moon. Decide to do some work on your 

prosperity and do a raise spell. Go to bed. 

 

A typical day in the life of our average modern wiccan 
 

Get up. Make a cup of tea. Sit and think about the day ahead. Save a bit of tea to throw 
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out the back door as an offering to your Gods. Feed the cat. Ask the cat to watch the 

house while you are gone. Drive to work. Hope the cop catches the ratbastard who cuts 

you off. Get to work. Listen to co-worker moan about her lovelife (again). Tell her about 

a singles club and offer to go with her. Start working. Realize copier is down. Call copy 

machine repair guy. Cast spell on copier to try to keep it up and running. Copier works 

until copy repair guy gets there. Go home. Eat dinner. Save a bit of food for an offering 

later. Observe the moon. Decide to do some work on your prosperity and do a spell to 

improve your job performance so you will have a better chance at that raise. Go to bed. 

 

Homework: Find a spell that a Wiccan might use. Find a spell that a witch might use. 

You can use the Internet for this or you can have fun and write one of your own complete 

with a four line rhyming cantrip! 

Genres Group Discussion 
 

Where do Witch, Wiccan, Wizard, Mage, Warlock really fit in?  

 

What do you think? I am of the opinion that a Witch and a Wiccan are modern characters 

while a Witch is an ancient character. Some other names for the ancient witch could be 

the Cunning Woman (do research that term) or Wise Woman. Warlock could be ancient 

or modern as well as long as you keep in mind the "oath breaker" aspect of Warlock. For 

me, Mage, Sorcerer, Wizard all go in the fantasy and could be either modern or ancient. 

 

Why use a magic character in a non-paranormal? 

 

One reason is that if you utilize a Wiccan as your secondary/best friend/confidant, you 

have what I call the La-La Factor. To get the emphasis, say LALALALALALALA in a 

sing song voice. Feel silly? :-) She or he is the perfect comedic foil with fudged spells 

and potions that don't quite work. 

 

For discussion: 
 

Where have you seen Wiccan or Witch characters? What genres seem to tend towards 

them?  

 


