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INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME 

 

Hi, I’m Lynda Rees. Welcome to Facebook for Authors. Thank you for having me as an 

instructor for our wonderful chapter. I’ve learned a great deal from chapter members over the 

years, and am thrilled to be allowed to give back a few learnings I’ve acquired in my quest for 

quality romance writing.  

I write mostly romantic murder mysteries. I have two stand-alone mysteries and ten so far in 

The Bloodline Series. Book one is Parsley, Sage, Rose, Mary & Wine 

(www.lyndareesauthor.com/parsley-sage-rose-mary-wine/ ) and Book 10 is The Bourbon Trail, 

scheduled to come out in early December. The series is set in rural Kentucky horse country. 

Kentucky is my home state, famous for fast horses, quality bourbon and wild or pretty women, 

depending on who you’re talking to. We also have many large lakes, more caves than any other 

state and the largest cave in the world—Mammouth Cave. 

I wrote an historical conspiracy theory romance about the 1890’s Alaskan Gold Rush—Gold 

Lust Conspiracy( www.lyndareesauthor.com/gold-lust-conspiracy/ ) and two middle-grade 

children’s mysteries—Freckle Face & Blondie (www.lyndareesauthor.com/freckle-face-

blondie/) and The Thinking Tree, Book 2 Freckle Face & Blondie Series which launches late 

November. These two are co-authored with my fiery, redheaded granddaughter, Harley Sage 

Nelson.  

I’m a part Cherokee, coal miner’s daughter born in the Appalachian Mountains of Eastern 

Kentucky near Hazard. I grew up in Northern Kentucky near Cincinnati during a time when 

Newport, Kentucky was ruled by the Cleveland Syndicate. The famous and wealthy came from 

around the world to entertain or be entertained. Gambling and prostitution were out in the open 

while the law looked away. Newport was Sin City before Las Vegas was conceived. The city 

prospered from sin between 1920 and 1978, when the FBI invaded the ‘Top 5’ mob cities and 

shut them down. Now Newport is a sophisticated, metropolitan entertainment mecca for tourists 

and sports fans, with streets and the Ohio River bank lined with great entertainment and 

restaurants. 

I live about an hour south of Cincinnati and an hour north of Lexington on a farm with the 

hero of my life story and a wacky bunch of critters. We have several horses, stray ducks, geese, 

dogs and cats that show up and stay, and a donkey that if he wasn’t a gelding would be having 

mad sex with my buckskin gelding. We believe he’s gay, and since we bought him for Buck to 

have company, who am I to complain. Some of our neighbors are amused by the strange, loving 

couple. They’re not the only odd couple on the farm. One goose is totally in love with Brown 

Dog. She does a mating dance around him every time she sees him. Poor boy spends most of his 

time under the Gator trying to get away from his stalker. As the saying goes, love is love. I’m 

surrounded by it. 

I’ve come from a corporate background with 36 years in marketing and global logistics as a 

Procter & Gamble (or as you may know it, P&G) manager. I’ve traveled the world negotiating 

freight rates for P&G with heads of the shipping industry. I’ve worked with top executives from 

major companies in the U.S. and abroad. I discovered in my previous career, the best way to 

learn is to practice and teach. I encourage you to share experience and knowledge, as we go 

through the lesson. I’ll post each night and try my best to answer your questions or direct you 

where you can find answers.  

Marketing may’ve been my previous career, but I’d hoped to leave it behind when I became a 

full-time writer. Wrong! 

http://www.lyndareesauthor.com/parsley-sage-rose-mary-wine/
http://www.lyndareesauthor.com/gold-lust-conspiracy/
http://www.lyndareesauthor.com/freckle-face-blondie/
http://www.lyndareesauthor.com/freckle-face-blondie/


FACEBOOK FOR AUTHORS – LYNDA REES © 2019 

 

Studying the way the industry works was an eye-opener. Not only do large publishers not put 

major money and time against marketing new authors, they expect authors to do most of it with 

their publicist’s help or on their own. Small publishers put little-to-no cash or effort into 

marketing, though they have a few places they post releases and sometimes have unique 

opportunities for selected writers to participate in—like group anthologies or series. They 

generally provide a list of free or low-cost marketing suggestions for authors to spend their own 

time and dollars to push their books.  A self-published Indie Author becomes Marketing CEO for 

their business the minute their book is fit for consumption.  

That’s right. When you’re at the keyboard putting words on the page, you’re in creative mode. 

Soon as your book is finished and ready for publication, you become the business manager of 

your company. That entails not only ensuring it’s properly edited, formatted for eBook and print 

versions, selecting a voice for audio versions, choosing translators for foreign versions, but also 

determining how you want it published. If you choose the Indie route, you are in charge of 

funding all these elements of production and scheduling it with distributors like Apple, Kobo, 

Amazon, Nook and so on. The work isn’t over. It’s time to put your marketing hat on.  

This class is about how to use Facebook as an author to market your books. There are many 

ways to do that. Specifically, we’ll learn to use a FREE tool offered by Facebook. It’s called 

Parties. Facebook is tightening more and more usage of their system to market and learning 

quickly how to gain financially from marketing efforts by sellers. There are fewer and fewer 

ways to get the word out without investing dollars. While we have it available, take advantage of 

it. I’ll share my discoveries from experience using this tool. The last day will be devoted to other 

methods of advertising on Facebook.  

Keep in mind as you advertise on Facebook, users don’t like being constantly bombarded with 

blatant selling messages. They will tolerate some, but will turn you down and off if you fill their 

pages with one after another buy this messages about your books. They are looking at you as an 

author and want a relationship with you. They want something of value from you—friendship, 

information about you as a person, your life, your work, your sense of humor, and whatever 

you’re good at. If you’re a baker—share tips, tricks and recipes. If you’re a clown, share funny 

stories about your party. If you’re a comedian you can share jokes and funny photos. Whatever 

you are good at or like, they’ll be happy to hear about or see.  

Another important fact about sharing on FB is that something with a visual, video and/or song 

will get attention. Anything without a visual will likely be skipped past. You’ve got about three 

seconds to capture the reader’s attention before they scan past your post. For instance, fans love 

photos of my wacky critters, especially the donkey. He’s a clown. Even if it’s about your book, 

the visual doesn’t have to be the cover. Any visual that depicts the mood, story, character, 

conflict, etc., as long as it has stopping power, use it.  

Include your message. That sounds simple. It’s a no-brainer. Right?  

You’d be surprised how many ads I’ve seen where someone shares a book cover about a 

launch but doesn’t include a link of any kind. I generally respond, “Where do I get it?” I’ve even 

seen launch ads without a launch date or link to the author’s website or buy link.  

Always provide a way for the reader of your message to get the book or more information. 

You could direct them to your distributor’s site Author Page your sell page for the specific book. 

Instead, I highly recommend you use the link for your own website on the ad. Taking them to 

your site, they learn more about your book, you, other books you’ve written already on the 

market—if the one you advertise isn’t and how to sign up for your newsletter. They will have 

easy access to get the book you advertised and hopefully buy others you wrote, too. On your site, 
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they should be able to click the cover if you embed the link to it and/or a separate sell link. These 

will take them to the sell page on the distributor site.  

If it’s a pre-launch cover reveal and it’s not set up for pre-launch on the distributor site yet, 

share the link to your website. Create a page on your site before the book is launched for this 

purpose. Do one for each book. It can show the cover. If the cover isn’t finished, the visual 

you’re using for the cover can be displayed. It can show a character visual you’ve bought and see 

as your hero or heroine in your story. Don’t have a link for pre-sale yet? On your website, use 

the link to your Author Page on Amazon or wherever you sell most of your books.  

Don’t have a distributor Author Page? Don’t have a website?  

You need them. Set them up prior to launching your first book.  

Like your website, an Author Page on your distributor’s site is essential. You should also 

create Author Pages on Goodreads, BookBub and any fan site used by readers of your genre to 

find books they want to read. This course doesn’t go into teaching how to create a site and these 

pages. Those would be entirely different courses.  

I’m assuming most of you have a Facebook account set up. Hopefully you have a Facebook 

Author Page created. Depending on status of the group in attendance in general, I’ll figure out 

how best to help those of you who don’t. 

If you have a FB account and/or a FB author page, we are going to like and follow you. Part 

of the homework will entail how we go about this. By liking and following each other, we’ll not 

only become closer friends, we’ll learn how to help each other. There is power in numbers. 

Promoting others in the industry helps every author out there. When we share other authors’ 

news, fans realize we’re not in in only for the buck. We’re helping other authors. We’re helping 

them. They want this information. It’s of value to them—and it makes you look good to fans. 

You’re not just pushing your books on them. You’re helping them find fun things to read. It 

helps them know you better, helps you bond with readers and starts creating that relationship 

they want with authors like you. 

Why does a reader follow you? They want something valuable to them. Your friendship can 

be, or you can be a pain in their Facebook butt. It depends on how you use the tool. The reader 

wants to know you. They want information. They want news about your product, other author 

products, news about the industry, tools that help them with reading or make it more fun, 

something to make them laugh or smile, something that makes them feel good or closer to you. 

Whatever you offer, it must be of value. 

I look forward to working with you and becoming life-long friends.  

 

HOMEWORK: 

1. Do you have a website? Newsletter? Facebook account? FB Author Page? Share the links. As 

you see classmate links shared in their homework, click on them. Like their pages. Follow them. 

Sign up for their newsletters. You might get great examples of what a newsletter should look 

like. Getting newsletters is a lesson in itself, and you don’t have to pay for them. 

2. Have you attended a FB party or done one yourself? If so, share your experience. 

3. What advertising do you do? 

4. What distributors do you publish through (Amazon, Kobo, Apple, Nook, etc.)? Do you have 

an author page? Share the links to those Author Pages. As you see these links, click on them. 

Check out how your classmates have designed their Author Pages. Follow them.  

5. Do you do paid advertising? If so, where and what is your experience? 



FACEBOOK FOR AUTHORS – LYNDA REES © 2019 

 

6. Do you have an author account on BookBub and Goodreads? Do you use other reader sites? If 

so, share the links and explain benefits you’ve found. Click on classmates’ links and follow 

them. 

7. If you haven’t done so already, be sure to click on your classmates’ links. Like, follow and 

share them with your friends. Let’s start helping each other tell the world we are world-class 

authors helping each other. 

 

My links are below. Follow, like and share me, too. Thanks. 

 

Love is a dangerous mystery. Enjoy the ride! 

Lynda Rees 
 

https://amazon.com/author/lyndarees         Amazon          

https://www.bookbub.com/profile/lynda-rees   Bookbub 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/17187400.Lynda_Rees    Goodreads      

http://eepurl.com/cTtS09  Become a VIP, get FREE gifts and latest news             

http://www.lyndareesauthor.com        Website                                   

https://twitter.com/LyndaReesauthor  Twitter            

https://www.facebook.com/lynda.rees.author/  Facebook 

https://www.pinterest.com/lyndareesauthor/pins/      Pinterest 

Become a VIP:  http://eepurl.com/cTtS09 or   

 

Sell Page Links on my Website: 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B07JD5CSPL  Bundle on Amazon 

https://lyndareesauthor.com/parsley-sage-rose-mary-wine/  

https://lyndareesauthor.com/real-money/ 

https://lyndareesauthor.com/god-fathers-day/ 

https://lyndareesauthor.com/madam-mom/ 

https://lyndareesauthor.com/the-bloodline-trail-2/ 

https://lyndareesauthor.com/bloodlines-lies/ 

https://lyndareesauthor.com/horseshoes-roses/ 

https://lyndareesauthor.com/blood-of-champions/ 

https://lyndareesauthor.com/hot-blooded/ 

https://lyndareesauthor.com/blood-studs/ 

https://lyndareesauthor.com/parsley-sage-rose-mary-wine/ 

https://lyndareesauthor.com/gold-lust-conspiracy/ 

MY BOOK TRAILER LINKS TO YOUTUBE 

Parsley, Sage, Rose, Mary & Wine           https://youtu.be/5lx7F_gTjPU 

Gold Lust Conspiracy               https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xFp9oWwdXqY 

Real Money                                    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oh39IadDpjw 
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http://www.lyndareesauthor.com/
https://twitter.com/LyndaReesauthor
https://www.facebook.com/lynda.rees.author/
https://www.pinterest.com/lyndareesauthor/pins/
http://eepurl.com/cTtS09
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B07JD5CSPL
https://lyndareesauthor.com/parsley-sage-rose-mary-wine/
https://lyndareesauthor.com/real-money/
https://lyndareesauthor.com/god-fathers-day/
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https://lyndareesauthor.com/horseshoes-roses/
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