
Lesson 11 
 

A Photo Journal of Thoroughbred ranching 
 

The herd instinct. 
These broodmares are stepping off the trailer after a 6 hour trip—one they make every fall 

when their foals are weaned. They leave here again in the spring when it’s time for their babies 

to be born. 

 

And later that evening, they’re still staying together as a closely knit herd, as well as staying in 

the same small area of the vast acreage. 

 

 



This is the broodmare band months later and that group of 6 is still loosely attached—although 

there’ve been a few defections along the way. The pasture contains over thirty mares, and they 

all know where they belong in the pecking order. Hay feeders are placed with a great deal of 

space in between, for maximum eating and minimum territorial fuss. There are three feeders in 

this photo. (In every pasture there was a minimum of one feeder for every 12 horses.) 

The group standing away from the feeders and not eating are the top group of the overall herd 

and have already filled their bellies then stepped away so the next group in the hierarchy may 

feed. 

 

 

 

The group of weanlings below insisted on staying together and eating at the same place 

even though there was also hay available in the white hay feeder in the foreground. This is 

why a few older horses are usually put in with them, so they will follow the leaders and 

learn to eat in more than one place.  This group broke into three smaller groups for feeding 

hierarchy about 2 weeks after this photo was taken. 

 

 



Likewise, these weanlings, freshly arrived at the ranch, prefer to eat out of the same grain tub 

rather than one of the others that sit full and neglected  

 

 

 

Thoroughbreds love to run, and whether young or old, the herd will ramp up at play-time and 

make a race of it. This is a group of weanlings and yearlings, with a few two year olds mixed in. 

 

 


