
Welcome back! Today we will talk about your presence on Goodreads. If you 
are already a Goodreads member sit tight while we help everyone get on 
board. You might want to look through the instructions in case there was 
something you missed or didn’t understand.  
 
 
The first step into the world of Goodreads is to join as a reader. If you have not 
joined Goodreads, go to www.goodreads.com. A screen similar to the one 
below will appear. In the boxes below “New here? Create a free account!” 
enter the name you want to be known by on Goodreads, the email address you 
want associated with your account, and a password. (WRITE DOWN THE 
PASSWORD IN A SECURE PLACE!) Click on the “Sign up” button and you are 
on your way! 
 

 
 
 
NOTE: You can also sign in using Facebook, Twitter, Google+ or your Amazon 
account. There are advantages and disadvantages to doing this. It is certainly 
convenient and will expand your connections in social media, however, it can 
be a little tricky to manage the controls between the two environments. 
Facebook, for example, would like to notify all your friends in common to the 
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two worlds that you have joined Goodreads and might want to be friends 
there as well. Facebook also likes to notify everyone when you make changes 
on Goodreads, such as adding a book or writing a review. This can be 
extremely tedious. These features can be turned off, but it requires another 
level of delving into your profiles. I like to keep it clean and register with just 
my email address. You can always connect to other social media sites later if 
you choose to do so. 

 
The next screen that appears (below) encourages you to find friends with 
which to connect on Goodreads. You can find these friends in several different 
ways. First, Goodreads can match the email addresses in your address book 
with email addresses of other Goodreads members. You can also have 
Goodreads locate your friends on social media that are also Goodreads 
members.  
 

 
 
Click on “See how this works or remove imported contacts” for more 
information. The screen below shows what appears. 

 
NOTE: You do not have to do anything at this time. You can add friends at any 
time later. Just click “skip this step.” 



 

 
 
 

  



The next screen has to do with setting a goal. You are encouraged to set a goal 
for the number of books you want to read in 2019. 

 
Again, this is completely optional and you may skip this step if you so desire. 

 

 
 
 

  



Now we move to the section about rating books. To get started with this, 
Goodreads asks you to indicate your favorite genres. You can select romance 
(of course), but you can also be more specific: romantic suspense, historical 
romance, etc. by clicking where it says, “Don’t see your favorite genres here?” 
You must select at least one genre, but feel free to select all the genres that are 
of interest to you as a reader. 
 

 
 
 

  



Now Goodreads takes the information you have provided and gives you the 
opportunity to rate books from your genres that you may already have read. 
To rate a book click on the stars under it. You will be given a chance to also 
write a review, but it is not necessary that you do so. 

 
NOTE: Once again, you do not have to rate any books at this time. You can 
always rate books later. To move on, just click on “I’m finished rating.” 
HOWEVER, if you rate books it will help Goodreads provide customized 
reading recommendations for you. You must rate at least 20 books in order 
for Goodreads to analyze your reading. You can rate these books later, but 
Goodreads cannot offer custom recommendations until you do. 

 

 
 
 

  



So it is no surprise that the next section has to do with recommendations. If 
you have rated at least 20 books you will see some reading recommendations 
for you. If not, the screen will look like the one below. Click on “Done here? See 
what’s next” when you are ready to move on. 

 
NOTE: One important point to remember — the more you use 

Goodreads — to track your books, to track your reading, to write reviews, to 
interact with groups, etc. — the more Goodreads’ algorithms can understand 
you as a reader and make appropriate recommendations. This works for you 
as a reader and also for your readers. 

 
NOTE: On this screen we see the first opportunity to add your Amazon 

book purchases to Goodreads. We will talk more about this feature in the near 
future. 

 

 
 
 

  



Finally (!) we get to the welcome screen. You are a member (almost)! Please 
take the time to look around this screen. The Updates and Discussions 
sections will contain some information and ideas related to your genres. In the 
CURRENTLY READING section you can indicate the book(s) you are reading. 
There also may be recommendations and you get another chance to add your 
Amazon books. 

 

 
 

  



In order to finalize your membership you will need to confirm your email 
address. Goodreads will send the following email to you. Goodreads needs to 
be sure you are a real person so just click the “Verify Email” to complete your 
registration as a member. 

 

 
 
 

When I work with writers’ groups I always meet some authors that think they 
are done after this step. You’re not! You have become a Goodreads member at 
the reader level, just like all of the other readers, but there is another major 
step in order to become a Goodreads author (if you are published). On 
Monday we will talk about how to become a Goodreads author and claim your 
books.  


