
Goodreads Friends 

Let’s continue to work through options on the Navigation Bar.  On the right 

side near your profile there are four other round buttons. 

 

The first one has an image of a bell on it. This is where you find your 

notifications (remember those on-site notifications we talked about last 

time?). When you log into Goodreads you may often see a number by the icon. 

This indicates how many actions Goodreads is notifying you about. Actions 

may be friend responses to requests, postings in your groups, responses to 

your reviews, etc. When you click on the icon you can see a list of the 

notifications and click on each one to read more. 

The next icon is a circle with the image of speaking balloons on it. This is 

where Goodreads shows you links to posts in your group discussions. We will 

talk more about groups in another lesson. 

Next you can see a circle with an envelope icon on it. This where you will find 

your messages. They behave pretty much like they do on Facebook. A message 

is a private correspondence. 

The third icon is a circle with the image of a person on it. This is the section 

dealing with your Friends on Goodreads. When you click on this icon a whole 

new area opens up (below). 



 

 

First, there is a search box that lets you search through your list of friends. 

You can also click on letters alphabetically to look through your friends, but 

please note that they are organized by their on-screen name, reading from left 

to right, so most friends are sorted by their first name. Just to the right of the 

letters is a drop-down menu box with some great options. 



 

You can sort your friends in many ways: 

• By their first name 

• By their last name 

• By the last time they were online (with Goodreads) 

• By the last time they did any actions on Goodreads (status) 

• By the date the friends were added as a friend 

• By the number of books they have added 

• By the number of friends they have 

• By selecting the ones you have identified as “top friends” 

• By the last review they wrote 

What can you learn about your friends from this list? 



 

 

Some of the information depends on which sorting option you chose. You can 

see how many books they have added to Goodreads, how many friends they 

have, what they are currently reading, etc. Plus, you can compare books with 

a friend to see if your book collection is similar to theirs. Pretty nifty! 

Moving to the right we see a button that says edit friends. This allows you to 

delete friends and change their “top friend” status (a way to separate out a 

group of friends for actions particular to them). 

Along the top line under the Friends option we can see a list of people you are 

following (People I’m Following). In Goodreads you can follow a person or 

friend them. Here is their explanation for what that means: 

What is the difference between being someone's friend and following their 
reviews? 

A friend relationship is two-way. You see their reviews, and they see yours. A following relationship 

is one-way. You see their reviews, but they don't see yours in their feed. That said, members you are 

following can view your profile if they choose to. There are separate counts for friends and followers. 

You are included in each other's friend counts, but only one-way followers are included in your follow 

counts.  

 

 
 



Next, you can see a list of your followers (My Followers), i.e. people that follow 
your reviews. You have the option to add them as a friend or follow them back 
if you choose. 
 

 
 
  



Click on the friend icon in the upper right to return to the Friends screen. The 
next option is Friend Stories. This is one of the weirder items in Goodreads. It 
gives you or your friends to ability to say how you know each other and write 
a little story about it. Most people do not do this and can’t quite figure out why 
it is there. 
 
The last option in this section is a fun one – Books My Friends Are Reading. 
This will give you a list of the books your friends are reading and it will 
identify who is reading the book. I am really not sure how the order of the 
books is determined. 
 

 



Back in the Friends screen on the top line we can choose Popular Books to 

see which books are most popular with your friends. There’s even a neat little 

bar chart that identifies which genres are most popular with your friends 

(below). 

 

 

 

Hopefully, by now, you have come to understand how interactive Goodreads 

really is. All of these connections with friends are great, but…what if you don’t 

have many friends on Goodreads? 

First, be sure to friend me if you haven’t already done so! You certainly want 

to be friends with your author friends on Goodreads (or at least follow them if 

they don’t want friends. Search for the author’s name, and when their books 



appear just click on the author name to see their profile. Here is the profile for 

Sahara Kelly. When I printed this screen I hadn’t asked to friend her yet. 

Notice when I click on the little arrow by the Follow Author button a menu 

appears. After I took this screenshot I chose Add as a friend. I got to meet her 

at the Historical Romance Retreat two years ago so now we are in-person 

friends as well as Goodreads friends! 

 

 

 

You can go your merry way adding friends a little at a time, but you can also 

find large numbers of friends from the social media sites in which you 

participate. Go back to the Friends area and find the third option on the top 

line: Add Friends.  



 

 

Here you have the option to connect with Facebook, Gmail, or Twitter. If you 

click on See how this works (tiny writing under the boxes) Goodreads 

explains it all this way: 

Finding your Friends 

Goodreads may store information about the email addresses you import to later generate friend suggestions for you 

and others. We do not store the email addresses themselves, and so we can't—nor wouldn't—share them with 

anyone else. Want to know the technical details about how we do this? We use hashing. 

You can always completely remove the stored information. 

You can also find potential friends by clicking view friends of friends in the 

upper right. 

Finally, you can always try to locate friends that you want to connect with by 

searching for Goodreads members. 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/friend/invite
https://www.goodreads.com/imported_contacts


 

 

The Friend Finder that is mentioned here is the thing we just looked at that 

uses social media contacts.  

 

Some authors do not want to have friends on Goodreads, mostly because they 

do not choose to interact. This is a personal decision, but you should be aware 

that they are missing out on the strength of Goodreads – the connections. If 

you accept friends you can also add a “limiter” – a question for the requesting 

person to answer. It might be something like “Why do you want to be 

friends?” or “How do I know you?” It is completely optional, but some people 

use it to make the requester consider if they really want friendship. 

Remember, also, that you have the option of not accepting every request for 

friendship. Following someone requires no permission, but friendship must 

be accepted. 

In the next couple of days try to increase your friend connections by using 

some of these techniques. Remember, you can always add your classmates or 

chapter mates! 

Now that we have worked on people the next step is to work on the other side 

of Goodreads – the books! See you then! 


