
The Books! 

Now we are going to talk about My Books (YOUR books). 

On the Navigation Bar, we are going to click on My Books. 

 

Here is the screen from my account showing my books. Yours may be quite a 

bit simpler, but that is all right. (Yes, I really do own over 17,000 books. If it 

weren’t for ebooks this would not be possible. I “collect” books to use in my 

research as well as books to review.) 

 

 

 



One of the best things about Goodreads is that you not only interact with 

others about books, but you can track your own reading and books. The 

degree of effort you put into this process is entirely up to you. I will admit to 

being a little compulsive about managing my books, probably because of the 

years I spent in library work. Tracking my books also helps me avoid 

purchasing a book I already own or have read so it is practical as well. One 

additional bonus is that your book collection tells others things about you and 

it can lead others to want to connect with you. I think it could be worthwhile 

for authors to show their books and/or reading on Goodreads, but I have 

found that few authors embrace this on a large scale. 

Reading and writing are two sides of the same coin. Can you be a writer 

without also being a reader? I doubt it. Do you read as well as write? Do you 

have a large collection of books? Consider participating with Goodreads as a 

reader – it’s fun and makes you feel in control of your reading life. 

So…are you overwhelmed with the task of adding your books? Goodreads 

does some things to make this job easier. Remember when we first saw a box 

encouraging us to add books from Amazon? This reminder pops up frequently 

within Goodreads and there is it, at the top of this page! 

 

Clicking on this box will send you to a page showing your purchases on 

Amazon. The most recent purchases show up first.  

 



 

 

Goodreads makes it quite clear that you can add just the books you want and 

that the books you add are publicly visible. Important to know! 

You add each book individually by one of two methods. 

1) If you have already read the book you can rate it by clicking on 1-5 stars. 

A window will pop up that will allow you to write a review (optional). 

2) If you just want to add the book to your collection click on the icon of 

books next to the words Want to Read. A drop-down menu will appear 

(below). You must choose from three status options for the book: Read, 

Currently Reading, or Want to Read. [My options also include 

available, a customized choice, but you won’t see that.] After selecting 

the status of the book we can add the book to one or more of your 

shelves. If you don’t have shelves yet do not worry. I will be showing 

you a terrific shortcut for putting books on shelves. 



 

 

If you do not purchase books from Amazon this feature is not of any help to 

you, but it is one of the ways that Goodreads integrates with Amazon. 

Other ways to add books: 

NOTE: You can also import books from another source such as Library Thing 

or a personal database.  This is not a common situation so I don’t spend time 

on it, but if this is your situation please message me and I will help you work 

through it. 



Adding your books can be tedious work. Think of ways to speed up the 

process such as looking up a favorite author, then adding all of the 

appropriate books from that author. 

 

Let’s go back to My Books. 

 

 

 

Your screen will not look much like mine because each person’s books, 

statuses, and bookshelves are different. My book list shows the books I have 

read sorted by the most recently finished books. 

Looking at the left side of the screen we have some stats such has the total 

books, number read, number currently reading, and number to read. Below 

that is a list of your bookshelves. Bookshelves are the way to organize your 



books, but, different from physical bookshelves, you can add a single book to 

multiple shelves!  For instance, I put each book onto a genre bookshelf and 

either the print book shelf, the ebook shelf or the Kindle docs bookshelf. There 

is no limit to the number of shelves you can put a book on. Bookshelves in 

Goodreads a little like subject headings. Some people use a lot of detailed 

shelved for things like “did not finish” or “too stupid to live heroine.” Others 

are very concise with their shelves. 

Spend a little time thinking about the types of books you own or read. When 

you have figured out which shelves you want to include click on the add shelf 

button to add shelves one at a time. You can always change or add shelves any 

time.  

Near the top of the screen there are quite a few features to help you work with 

your books. 

 

 

There is a search box to help you find books to add. Next to that is Batch Edit, 

one of the most powerful features for working with books. When you click on 

it this gray box appears: 

 

Batch Edit makes changes to groups of books all at once (like adding selected 

books to a shelf). As such, you must carefully choose the right options to get 

the result you want. 

Here are the steps to add books to a shelf: 

1) Choose the group of books you want to work with on the left list, for 

example, all to work with all of your books. Click Batch Edit again. 



2) In the gray box find Shelf: and choose the shelf for which you want add 

books.  

3) Go through the books shown and click the check boxes for the books to 

add to the selected shelf. 

4) Click add books to this shelf in the gray box. 

 

In seconds all of the checked books are added to the shelf! If the shelf you 

want isn’t on the list you can add it before batch editing by clicking on the 

words “add shelf” at the bottom of the list of shelves. 

Be careful when using Batch Edit. It is very powerful which makes it very 

useful, but you can potentially mess up a lot of records at one time. Just take 

your time and make the choices carefully before proceeding. 

 

 

 

Notice that you can also remove books from a shelf or remove books from all 

shelves. Just be sure to select the right group of books on the left before doing 

this operation. 



Now click on Settings (next to Batch Edit). Another gray box appears. 

 

This apparent hodge-podge of options controls how the book lists appear on 

your page (when viewed as a table). Obviously, there is limited space so 

Goodreads gives you many options for what you can see. Feel free to try 

choosing different options and see the results. 

The next tab, Stats, sends you to a page like this: 

 



Try some different options and you can see statistics about your reading. 

The next tab, Print, lets you print lists of books accordingly to options you 

have chosen. 

The last two boxes let you switch between table view and cover view. Try it 

and see. 

There are so many options in this section that it is difficult to explain them all 

in text. As you become a better Goodreads user you will build the skills to 

manipulate your book collection. Be brave and explore options. Goodreads has 

provided a powerful set of tools and you will eventually be glad they are there. 

On Friday we will look at the book records and you will see how to edit the 

records for the book(s) you wrote. 

 


