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Lesson 7 One Last Idea - Making the Most of Your Story Bible 

 

Up to now, we have been focusing on our Story Bible as pretty much a single entity - one 

compact, everything in one place file box or binder or computer program that is for our private 

use only. However, in doing so, we may be missing some exciting ways to turn our story data 

into promo for our books. Yes, really. 

Today we are going to look at a methodology that provides not only a way to collect and 

organize materials, but allows public sharing of our story data as a way to promote our work as 

authors. 

Story Bible as Promo?  

Even if you are not yet published, it is never too soon to start gaining name recognition and 

letting people know a bit about what you are writing. 

So fasten your seatbelts. And let’s take a look at a format that can also be story bible  – 

Websites. 

Blogging  

Every author or potential author needs a website. It is a great way to showcase your writing and 

gather followers who will become your future readers.  

If you are just starting out a simple free website is a great place to start. If you are already a 

published author having a separate blog dedicated solely to your current WIP or book series 

and linked into your website can draw in readers who enjoy learning more about the characters 

and setting behind what they are reading. 

Because websites can be set up quickly for free they are ideal for writers with multiple projects. 

I personally use WordPress  https://wordpress.com/, but many writers use Blogger 

https://www.blogger.com/about/?r=1-null_user or Wix https://wix.com with equal success. All 

of these have easy-to-sign-up free versions that are pretty self-explanatory.  

By now you are scratching your heads. What in the world do websites and story bibles have to 

do with each other?  

Well, in many ways, a blog is another form of digital binder. Instead of Tabs you have a Menu at 

the top linking to your pages. Each menu item can have many subpages. So you might have 

main menu items based on general areas such as Hero, Heroine, Home Town, and so on, and 
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then underneath, the specific categories that you identified back at the start of the course, such 

as heroine’s clothing, hero’s pet dog, local businesses, and so on.  

Just like a digital binder, you can put text, photos, graphics, tables, and videos all on one page. 

So you could have one page or many pages for each character or setting location just like a 

binder. Pages can be as long as you want them to be and, because you have the choice of 

thousands of “themes” be made to look attractive and uniquely you. 

So what makes a website better than a digital binder? A digital binder can be shared, but you 

have to insert the e-mail addresses of who you want to see it – i.e. you have to know your 

readers ahead of time.   

A blog, on the other hand, can be kept private until you are ready to share it with the world. 

Flick the privacy button to go public, and you can send out the link on all the different social 

media platforms. In Wordpress, you even have the option of making some pages public and 

some pages private. Even better, you can assign a special code to a page and only give it to your 

newsletter subscribers. 

Opening up a page can become a celebratory promotion. i.e. “Come meet the hero of my 

upcoming book.” “Come visit my heroine’s hometown” 

Built-into the free websites are forms that allow people to sign up and follow you. Every time 

you add something new, they will get a notice in their e-mail. How cool is that? 

In addition, websites have terrific search features built in – better than any I discussed in the 

last lesson. Type in any word or phrase in the search box, and it will bring up every place you 

mention it.  You can also categorize each page/post so you can cross-reference your material.  

Websites have built-in publicize features. Because a website is public, when you add something 

new you can have it automatically sent out to every social media platform – Twitter, Facebook 

pages, Linked-in, Tumblr – you name it. Then again, your Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest, and 

Goodreads social sites can all be shown on your page. 

Websites are a great way of reaching readers who might not find you otherwise. I also know 

that potential agents and editors will look at your blog as a way to see if you have expertise in 

what you are writing about. A website can be a sterling credential.  

This is one reason I have the blog https://americancivilwarvoices.com. Right now, the only page 

I have visible is the research that I do as I write the book. Anyone who wonders if I have the 

qualifications to write about the Civil War can check here. The fact that I am followed on 

Twitter by major Civil War museums and experts also adds to my credentials. Eventually, once 
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my novels are ready to be published, I will open up the character and setting pages with 

appropriate fanfare. 

For my new romantic suspense series, I have started a blog called Tidal Trilogy. 

https://tidaltrilogy.wordpress.com/ 

It is pretty new so there is not much on it yet. But it will give you an idea of how a website 

works as a Story Bible. I made all the pages public for you to take a peek at even though some 

are empty yet. (Note: I will close it again in a few days as I am not ready to share it with the 

whole world yet.) 

Intrigued with this idea? Give it a try. 

SUMMARY 

As a writer, you will need to publicize yourself. It is never too early to start. In this lesson we 
looked at one out-of-the-box Story Bible idea - Create a website. A website works much like 
digital binder, but has the advantage of serving as promotional material if and when you are 
ready to use tit.   
 
Assignment 7:  You now have a whole range of choices in how to organize your Story Bible 
materials. Based on what you have learned, which method will you tentatively be using to 
create your story bible and why? 

As a reminder: Here is a list of the methods I have discussed: 

Analog Methods 

• File folders 

• Index cards 

• Journals/bound notebooks 

• 3 ring binders  

• Story boards – pinterest, powerpoint, prexi, google slides, etc 

Digital Methods 

• Computer File Folders 

• OneNote 

• Evernote 

• LiveBinders 

• OmniOutliner and Outliner 

• Trello Cards 
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• Scrivener 

• Free Website– WordPress/Blogger/Wix 

 

Supplementary Digital Tools 

 

• Timelines 

• Mindmaps 

• Genealogies 
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